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T«g«l«a  Augusfe  25,  1944 


Today,  AutMt  25,  1944»  U  «uetly  two  yoaro  oineo  Loni  «nd  lUo 
vor«  doportod  to  Pola&d.    ncm,  juot  10  doyo  ago,  tho  ooeond  imraoloB  bogon 
into  Southorn  Franco  and  all  aro  cemiting  on  a  quick  ond  to  tho  vor.  1 
vlll  begin  to  doacribo  to  you,  my  doar  onoa,  our  war  experloncoa  ainca  war 
broka  out. 

rvoB  our  laat  lattara  ia  1940  you  laaraod  that,  thank  God,  aU  waa 
going  wall  for  ua.    Father* a  illnaaa  grow  ataadily  woraa,  ao  that  it  bacaM 
a  radaaption  for  hia  wfaon  tho  doar  God  called  our  beloved  father,  of  bleaaed 
Mory,  to  hia,  on  October  10,  1940.    We  grieved  deeply  at  Father 'a  death. 
Tot,  today,  we  take  joy  ia  it,  aiace  our  father  waa  apared  in  death  all  the 
auffering  that  our  aotbar  had  to  live  through  after  that  tiae. 

In  March,  1940,  we  paid  the  reat  of  our  debta  for  the  aachlnery  here 
in  the  Nether lande  aa  well  aa  the  electrical  refrigeration  aye tea.  Tbua, 
ainca  wa  were  free  fron  dabti  froa  that  tiaa  and  worked  only  for  profit,  the 
firat  atage  (lit. "paw")  of  our  fixed  goal  had  bean  gained. 

Janni  said  then,  "We  Just  hope,  now  that  we  have  paid  for  everything, 
no  war  coaaa."   With  auch  a  peaaiaiaa.  Max  and  I  alwaya  laughed  at  Jenni  ainca 
wa  did  not  beliava  that  there  would  be  war  between  Geraany  and  the  Netherlanda. 
But  it  waa  otherwiae,  aa  at  a  aacond  glance  caae  Friday,  May  10,  1940  —  a 
day  that  we  will  not  forget  aa  long  aa  we  live. 

Xhat  aoming  at  4  o'clock  Jenni  cane  into  our  rooa,  awakened  ua 
aayiagt    "Don't  you  hear  the  exploaiona  and  the  firing?"   What  can  it  poaaibly 
bat'*   **Exarci8ea'*,  we  anawarad,  tuvniat  over  to  alaap  aora.   A  half  hour 
leter,  however,  we  heard  planea  flying  quite  low.    We  Juaped  out  of  bed  and 
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•aw  tlw  mscikas  on  th«  plaaM.    Ihm  «•  knew  chat  th«  Natbarlaods  had  baan 
ovarvua  by  GacMaj.   Va  dsaaaad  quickly  and  ran  lata  Cha  atraat  whara  «a 
haard  from  acquaintaneaa  that  tha  f Irat  Ganum  taaka  and  anorad  (foreaa)  eara 
had  rollad  ovar  tha  Raiyka  Wag  (Royal  Highway??}  toward  Maaa triebt.  A 
■lautaa  latar,  Gaxaaa  aoldiara  eaaa  riding  out  of  all  tha  atraata  aod  allaya 
ea  biaydaa  with  fixad  bayonata  and  band  granadaa  on  a  atring.     Vhan  I 
think  back  to  thia  aight,  X  gat  ehiUa  up  and  deim  wf  apiaa. 

The  Gamans  who  had  aattlad  hara  walcoaad  tha  aoldiara  Jubilantly, 
whila  wa>  naturally,  vara  afraM  laat  thaaa  Caraana-in-axUa  batray  ua  Jawa  to 
tha  aoldiara.    Daar  Jaani  naatad  ua  youagatara  to  flaa  on  bicyela.  Thank 
Ood,  thia  caaa  to  nothing  aora»  ainea  aa  «a  latar  laamad»  thaaa  rafugaaa 
wara  trappad  batwaan  tha  two  fronta,  (a  fata  which)  eoald  not  ba  daaeribad 
in  voluaaa. 

At  6  a.m.  tha  Hoaaa  faaUy  arrivad,  including  tha  dog,  thinking 
thay  would  ba  aafar  with  ua  than  in  Sittard,  ainea  Sittaid  had  iMadiataly 
baaa  choaan  aa  a  ailitary  aaaairi>ly  point  for  tha  Garaana  and  thay  wara 
■oving  Garaan  tranaporta  through  tbara  day  and  night.    Tha  Moaaa  faally 
atayad  with  ua  for  tha  firat  aight  daya.    Ontil  7  a.a.  wa  atill  knaw  nothing 
(of  tha  fata)  of  our  paranta,  ao  wa  aant  Zlaa  to  thaa  to  find  out  what  thair 
aituation  waa.    Daar  fathar  aat  aa  always,  aaoking  hia  cigar  at  tha  viadow, 
looking  out  on  tha  andlaaa  rowa  of  tanka.  araorad  cara  and  autos.  Aa 
Ilaa  than  aaw  fathar,  aha  aaid  that  tha  good  old  aan  did  not  baliava  that 
thaaa  wara  truly  Gaiaaa  aoldiara.    It  aaat  alao  ba  aaid  in  our  fathar 'a 
fafor 
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In  addition,  Cb«  toldlcrs  bor«  placards  with  tha  slogan: 
"DtttefaMa,  do  not  fira.    Va  ara  yout  friandaj^  attachad  to  thair  cars  and 
araorad  vahielaa.    At  10  o*  cloak  fatliar  caM  to  ita  and  «aa  apaachlaaa 
to  saa  tha  Hoaas  faally  thara.    K6  ona  liad  any  daaira  to  work  until  fathar 
said:    '*You  ara  sMahu^.    Do  your  duty  and  work  anyway  and  lat  it  all  cona 
to  you." 

Aftar  ttaa  paopla  racovarad  froa  tha  firat  ahoek,  tha  wall-known 
avar-praetical  Hatharlandar  appaarad  and  began  laying  away  food  lika  aqulrrala. 
Evary  ona  bought  avarything  availabla  and  in  a  few  houra  on  thia  day 
wa  had  racaipta  that  would  noraally  equal  an  entire  week's.    Whether  or  not 
wa  wanted  to,  wa  worked  hard  in  order  to  fill  all  the  requesta.    And  you 
can  be  aaaurad  that  wa  atruek  lAila  the  fire  waa  hot. 

Saturday  noming  at  five  o'clock,  our  first  'cuatoaara*  (Lit.  fanoua 
onaa)  ~  3  MDFFElISOU)ATEIi*bought  eyery thing  that  they  aaw,    Ona  aaid:  "You 
atiU  have  ao  auch  aaat  and  aauaaga,  when  at  hoaa  there  ia  no  aora." 

Shop^  wexa  not  only  beaiaged  by  tha  populace  but  tha  aoldiara 
aa  wall.    Tha  aoldiars  received  extra  pay  called  "Raichakraditkaaaen-schein** 
(i.e.  Govemaent  credit  alips). 

Juat  before  7  o'clock  that  evening  we  viewed  our  firat  aerial 
coabat  batwaaa  French  and  Oaraaa  hnatera.    By  luck  there  waa  ao  daaaga. 

Sunday  noming  we  heard  froa  ona  of  our  cuatawra  that  a  Jaw 
of  Gelean  waa  arreated  by  the  Ceraana.    How,  ny  dears,  you  can  inagiaa  for 
youraelvea  bow  we  felt  about  thia.    Bvery  aacond  we  thought  we  would  be 
joining  the  line.    The  next  day^we  ware  tolAf  howaverT) that  ha  waa  free  again. 
He  was  accuaed  of  having  aaid  "every  Oaraaa  aoldlar  who  entere  ay  atora  will 
be  poiaoned."    The  Geraan  officer  interrogatdng  tha  Jaw  was  given  to  understa^ 
Ha  did  not  believe  thia  elender^  and  thua  tha  aan  waa  eat  free  again. 

*i.a.  Oanam  aoldiara 
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Lacer  w«  heard  that  after  the  invaalon  of  Holland  by  the  Geraana, 
the  realdent  Geraana  Including  the  Jewa  were  arreated  by  the  Dutch  govemaent. 
Dear  Leal  also  apeat  two  daya  in  prlaon,  and  Jull.  Gottachalk  with  hla 
wife  apant  5  daya  (thara),  although  all  vara  fraad  after  the  aorrandar  of 
Hollaad. 

After  a  few  weeka,  no  butcher  waa  allowed  to  alaughter  plga  hlaaelf . 
Thay  ware  alaughtared  In  Sittard  and  parceled  out.    Beef  and  veal  were  a till 
fraa  aad  wa  could  buy  them  froa  the  faraara  ouraalvaa.^  l4  alaughtarediliach 

om  h«td  of  cattl«  and  2  or  3  hood  of  calf/Vhleh  imm  an  ospotial  Joy  for 
tho  paronts  alnco  It  renlndad  Chen  ao  much  of  "Baiieham"  •    Sorrowfully  ve 
had  to  work  vary  dlffarantly  than  our  aryan  collaaguaa.    niey  atorad  away 
Blockwarat»  lauchflalahh»  bacon«  ha«  and  lard.    Howavar»  «a  bad  to  liquidata 
ovary  thing  qulekly  baeauaa  wa  bad  to  «cpact  to  ba  eloaad  down  at  any  tiaa* 
Latar  wa  atlll  had  no  Halt  on  ahaap  and  alaughtarad  8  *  10  animals  a  waak 
until  all  maat  aupply  aa  wall  aa  othar  victuals  wars  rationad. 

On  tba  fourth  Saturday  of  tha  Oecupation»  whan  tba  atora  waa  f iUad 
with  euatonara»  a  Junior  officar  and  aoldiar  appaarad.    Zn  tha  now-faailiar 
tona»  ha  aakad  Max:    "Ara  you  tha  propria  tor  7    Than  raad  thia  through."  It 
waa  a  prohibition  for  tha  Carman  amy  againat  purchaaing  from  Jaws.    A  sign 
which  ha  bad  with  him  with  tha  notica  "Juadiaebaa  Gaaeballt"  (Jawiab- 
Ownad  Batabliahmant)  waa  to  ba  hung  up  by  Max  in  tha  offiear*a  praaanea. 
Tba  cuatoaara  in  tha  atora  bagan  to  laugh  aloud  and  J oka  about  tha  **lotmoffan" 
(Dirty  Ganana).     Somaona  placad  tha  placard  in  tha  window  and  tha  not  effact 
waa  that  all  tba  Jawiah  buainaaaaa  wara  buaiar  than  avar.    All  tha  wratchad- 
naaa  whiab  wa  baliavad  wa  bad  laft  babind  in  Garmaay  now  atartad  ovar  again. 

Ona  Friday  in  Dacambar  wa  wara  viaitad  by  two  man  in  a  car.  By 
chaai^  1  waa  alona  in  tha  atora  and»  placing  thamaalvaa  in  front  of  tha 
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c«ah  register,  they  asked  if  I  ware  th«  proprlaCor  and  called  "Baum". 
Tou  can  well  underatand  that  at  that  aoaent  mf  haart  was  in      aouth.  X 
vent  to  tell  Janni  and  Max  and  want  with  the  MMMuTü/m^  upstaira. 

The  salutation  was  i    "Nr.  Baun,  I  await  your  answer  on  an  affidavit 
and  can  arrest  you  loiaediately.    Your  parents  emigrated  (from  Germany)  to 
Holland  in  '38.    (They)  aold  a  houae  and  property.    Where  ia  that  monayT" 

Answer:    "In  the  Oeatsehan  ^ank  ia  Issmi.** 

"A  deposit  of  8  ~  10,000  marks  is  missing.    To  mska  a  long  atory 
shorty  .^sse  we  were  alleged  to  have  received  money  from  a  peasant  illegally. 
I  could  prove  to  him  that  we  paid  the  coata  of  the  emigration  for  Albert  and 
ouraalvea  from  this  aeeoumt.    After  soma  argaing  ha  waa  temporarily  satiafiad. 
In  cloning  ha  said  aimply  that  ha  would  eoma  back  again.    Wa  never  heard 
anything  further  of  this  matter. 

In  October  1940,  Fern  waa  the  firat  of  our  family  to  lose  her 
livelihood.    In  the  suMar  of  1940,  thay  atiU  had  maiqr  gnasts  and  could 
live  for  a  time  from  the  eaminga.   JroU  1941,  Jaws  ware  barred  from  all 
bathing  areas.    In  order  to  stay  alive  and  pay  the  daily  expenses,  Rudi  waa 
apprenticed  to  a  machine  abop  in  Maaatricht.    Fern  worked  Very  hard  in  the 
worat  circumatancea  in  a  aand-pit.    We  gave  them  meat  and  lard  each  weekend 
and  dear  Jattehaa  alwaya  did  a  lot  for  tham. 

In  January  1941,  all  Jaws  ware  required  to  surrender  their  radios; 
luckily  we  had  no  radio. 

In  May,  the  aporta  arena  ia  Galaan  waa  a truck  by  a  rocket  through 
which  every  pane  of  glaas  in  Galaan  up  to  Liadheval  was  broken  and  tiles 
ware  blown  from  many  roof a. 

Despite  great  difficulties,  Gerte  and  Max  were  engaged  to  be  married 
in  May.    The  religioua  ceremony  took  place  in  Valkaaburg.    It  waa  in  Hamichans 

«Kml«**^.*:^/i  ^  »«dogs"  ^«^Habrav 
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apartMBt  and  the  Hosm  f«aily,  G«rt«'s  paranta  and  wa  vara  tha  guaata. 
Va  calabratad  in  aceordanea  with  tha  tiaa  aa  «all  aa  and  badly  aa  poaalbla. 

Aftar  tha  Garaan  invaaien  of  Ruaaia  on  Juna  21at^our  hopaa  of  a 
quick  end  Co  the  war  roaa.    Tharefora  wa  ware  again  diaappointad  by  tha 
turn  of  avanta* 

Wa  racaivad  raporta  f roa  our  daar  fanily  fron  Aaehan  that  thay 
had  baan  axpallad  fron  thair  houaa  and  f oread  into  barraeka.    Thay  vara 
pamittad  to  take  only  tha  minimal  gooda  with  them.    Frovisiona  were  received 
only  in  reatrictad  amounta.    Maat,  caraal  and  fat.^Jawa  did  not  racaiva  ^ 
at  all  and  wa  aant  packagaa  right  axray  .«diieh  all  fortunataly  arrived. 

At  tha  aaaa  tlaa,  wa  raeaiTad  a  report  that  tha  firat  Jawiah  deportation 
tranaport  began.    Luckily,  our  faaily  ware  not  ai»ng  tha  firat.    I  trill  apare 
tha  daacription  of  tha  different  parting  notaa  that  wa  received  from  our 
dear  onea.    Therefore  we  atill  did  not  think  that  tha  aana  fate  awaited  ua. 
Zn  tha  ■aantlaa,  the  Geatapo  ware  not  idle  here. 

One  day  in  tha  auanar  of  *41  they  picked  up  all  Jewish  looking  nan 
in  tha  streets  of  .  >  /^hipped  then  off  to  Mauthauaan.    There  theaa 

poor  fellows  worked  in  aarcury  mine  in  the  worat  of  circunatancea  and  thair 
poor  relatione  received  death  noticaa  daily. 

A  three-day  strike  in  Aaaterdam  protaating  thia,  unique  in  tha 
world's  history,  that  a  people  struck  for  their  oppressed  Jewish  neighbors, 
was  put  down  by  tha  Gemen  police  and  Geatapo  in  tha  moat  brutal  manner  of 
tha  undarworld,  and  wusf  brave  Netharlandara  gave  their  livaa  alnea  tha 
thttga  did  not  look  back  at  thoaa  they  had  killed. 

We  lived  aftar  that  with  growing  dread  as  the  Germane  took  ground 
on  all  fronte  and  grew  more  brasan  and  regular  in  thair  appaarancea  daily. 
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Our  MMLgratiea  p«^ra  e«M  too  lato,  oo  that  doopito  all  our 
offerta  aetlilas  availod  aiaeo  tho  AMrloaa  eeaaolata  had  baoa  eleaad  ia 
tha  ■•antloo. 

In  Hay  1942,  our  bualoaaa  vaa  doaod  ovon  aa  tha  othar  Jawiah 
boainaaaaa  had  baaa  cloaad  in  Novoabor  1941. 

Z  naa  abla  to  work  for  a  eolloataa  to  idioa  wa  aant  oor  cuatoaara, 

aa  a  journey  man.  Max  vant  to  work  for  a  famar  and  racelved  for  that  fooda 
that  vara  no  longar  avallabla  on  ratlona. 

In  Nay  1942,  wa  vara  raqulrad  alao  to  waar  a  Jairlah  atar  on  tha 
laf t  aida  of  our  chaat  -  a  big  yallow,  aix-poiatad  atar  of  David  on  vhieh 
vaa  writtan  *'Jood".    Va  firat  had  to  vaar  tha  atar  on  Sundays,  and  vfaat 


vaa  tha  outcoma? 


Lani  canM  froa  Maaatricht,tha  aorning  and  axplainad  thattfM  vaa 
graatad  by  all  thoaa  aha  p»M9ml  -  avan  atrangara.    At  noon  Kax  and  Z  waat 
to  Wolff  *a  in  Galaan  —  vfao  ia  a  couain  of  Banno  Wolff  *a  vifa.    Hr.  Volff 
used  to  be  a  (Sales)  representative  of  the  Rollnan  fanily  and  Roae  Kohn* 

Our  exparianca  vaa  juat  aa  I*ani  had  told.    Wa  vara  graatad  by  both 
thoaa  va  kaav  and  atrangara.    Whm  va  got  on  a  train  or  trollay  or  bua,  paepla 
atood  to  give  ua  aaata.    Later,  Java  vara  only  paraittad  to  travel  3  ka  and  than 
board  only  after  all  the  others  were  seated. 

On  June  30th,  there  ware  further  nav  reatrictiona .    Ihaaa  ordinancaa 
vara  ao  harah  that  aany  Java  aoaaittad  auicida.    I  vill  include  ona  of 
thaaa  dacraaa  vhich  vara  allegedly  given  to  keep  public  lav  and  order: 

1.  From  8  p.a.  to  6  a.m.  Javs  auat  remain  In  their  houses. 

2.  A  Jew  is  forbidden  to  enter  private  houaea  or  private  eatabliah- 
aanta. 

3.  Java  aay  go  into  ahepa  only  batvaan  3  and  S  p.a. 


4.    Javs  aay  not  enter  any  Beauty  or  Barber  Shop. 
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5«   Um  maif  aot  truv«!  «vwi  oa  ttollwf  or  buMM. 

6.   Jmra  wtn  •aeltt4«d  frmi  alsMt  «11  eccttpatioM  aadi  «wt 
Iraedlatttly  ba  disalssed,  etc.  etc. 

A  fair  w«*ka  lat«r  our  bicydos  woro  also  confiscatad,  bicycla 
riding  forbiddaa  and  ona  othar  (which  ia  that)  a  Jaw  who  waa  found  riding 
a  borrowad  bicycla  would  ba  harahly  puniahad. 

Batvaan  May  and  Jana»  1942,  v*  were  required  by  the  Jewiah  Council 
in  Ana tardea,  the  ao-callad  official  Jewiah  authority,  and  which  alone  could 
aafc  in  coanaetion  with  the  Dutch  or  Garaan  Adainiatrativa  authoritiaa,  to 
eoaplata  a  quaatioanalra  of  no  laaa  than  200  quaationa  and  through  thla  liat 
every  one  knew,  if  you  will  excuae  my  aaying  eo,  whan  any  ona  laat  want  to 
the  toilet. 

We  ware  required  to  return  thia  quaationnaire  in  peraon  to  tha 
Gaatapo  and  that  waa,  until  that  tiaa,  tha  noat  narva-wracking  axparianca  of 
vy  life,  ao  I  waa  happy  and  lucky  to  laawa  that  houae  again.    The  liata 
were  allegedly  filled  out  for  eaigration  purpoaea,  but  shortly  thereafter  wa 
ware  called  to  tha  Gaatapo  and  had  to  offer  tax  acript  which  had  been  received  for  C 
tha  payaant  of  an  exit  tax. 

At  this  tiaa,  Z  viaitad  tha  faoily  of  B.  Klein  for  the  laat  tiaa  and 
have  heard  nothing  wore  fron  tha«  ainca. 

In  May  1942,  ea«a  tha  firat  great  English  air  strike  on  Cologne, 
with  1000  Boabara.    Va  all  coantad  on  a  quick  liberation  but  again  our  hopaa 
ware  falaa.    A  viaitor  to  tha  Utolffa  froa  Cologne  aaid:    *'Zt  ia  no  longer 
Cologne  on  the  Rhine,  rather  Cologne  on  Ash." 

In  Jufty  1942,  the  deportation  of  Jews  to  Poland  fron  Holland  began, 
and  lani  Xaufaaa,  tha  ale tar  of  Carta*  waa  in  tha  firat  tranaport. 
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Ob  AufiMt  22ad,  mtwA  tb»  aotlc«  that  Uni  «ad  Iis«  «»r«  to 
report  to  th«  local  polle«  on  tha  25th »  «har«  tha  Java  aaaaablad  for  tha 
trip  by  bus  to  Maastrict  and  froa  tbare  via  Wastarborg  to  Poland.    It  la 
vary  hard  for  aa  to  vrlta  of  thla  avan  though  «a  axpactad  ^la,  avan  all 
to  ba  aaat  togathar.    Batwaan  tha  oall-up  and  aaaambly  tha  houaaa  whara 
thasa  Jawa  livad  vara  guardad  by  tha  8. A.    Mavarthalaaa,  aany  Jawa  took 
flight  in  ordar  to  hida. 

Our  daar  childran  provad  thaasalvaa  vary  atrong,  and  couragaoua, 
laaaaaiag  tha  harahnaaa  of  Jannl'a  dapartura.    Hax  and  I  took  tha  childran 
to  tha  Jawlah  CoMuaity  Bouaa.   What  oeeurrad  hara  eaimet  ba  daacribad  in 
worda.    Of  tha  40  Java  who  had  livad  in  Galaan,  25  vara  daportad  to  Poland. 
Sinca  aach  vaa  allowad  25kg  of  luggaga,  tha  poor  aoula  had  back  packa  that 
vara  naarly  too  haavy  for  thaa  to  lift.    Woaaa  vith  childran  of  2  yaara,  old 
•an,  invalida,  aat  hara;    paranta  took  laava  of  thair  childran,  and  childran 
bada  farawall  to  thair  paranta.    Hov  Jenni  andurad  all  thia,  I  atill  do  not 
know.    Can  I  axplain  to  you  how  it  faals  (to  sea)  childran  torn  away  froa 
thair  aotharat   Thay  vara  tha  only  and  laat  poaaaaaion  that  Janni  still  had. 
It  ia  now  aora  than  two  aad  oaa  half  yaara,  yat  wa  hava  haard  nothing  aora 
froa  har. 

Uannchan,  Fam  and  Budi  vara  also  daportad  la  thia  group  froa 
Volkanburg.    And  froa  thara,  too,  wa  hava  haard  nothing  aora. 

Ona  day  latar,  Hax  and  I  raeaiva  a  call  for  tha  worfc-aarviea  auatar. 

An  aequaintanea  of  Zlaa  vith  whoa  wa  ragrattably  baeaaa  closa  tee 
lata,  provided  a  Schuilplats  for  aa.    I  raaainad  thara  alone  and  Max  waa 
at  tha  Jawiah  Council  in  Galeen,  until  I  waa  hidden  on  Sept.  8.  1942. 
Mother 'a  departure  waa  vary  hard  oa  aa,  aiaca  I  did  not  know  what  further 
had  happened  to  the  othera. 
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B«for«  th«  ••Cond  CAll-up,  many  Jews  wem  hiddsn  by  good  Ootch. 
la  ths  mmmatimm,  tbm  Gonunw  luid  mtr—fA  «gala  «11  ^«vlo««  officers  «ad 
•oldion  ••  POHto  «ad  b«e«iM«  aangr  of  thMo  aad  also  of  thooe  young  people 
vbo  warn  to  hm  mmat  to  G«nany  for  hard  labor,  vara  hidden  avay  the  count 
waa  about  300,000  nan  ao  that  the  Underground  Organisation  had  ouch  work 
to  do  in  order  to  provide  theae  people  with  food  ration  cards,  siace  it  was 
iapossible  to  feed  two  people  with  the  sasll  smat  of  food  allotted  to 
each  persoa. 

Va  racaivad,  for  axaaq>la,  a  weakly  allotaant  of  125  gr  of  meat 

7-    ■  - ' 

with  bonea,  125  gr  of  butter,  70  gr  fttssf  >  kg  potatoea,  1  kg  bread,  etc. 
per  persoa.    The  ratioa  esrds  seeded  for  the  se-eslled  "Oaderdulker'*  were 
stttoasticslly  stolea  by  well-organised  sad  srasd  patriota  of  the  varloua 
dlatricta.    Many  wara  alao  provided  with  falaa  identification  from  the 
captured  who  bad  been  kUled  by  the  MSB.    He,  too,  were  provided  with 
identif icatioa  cards. 

through  the  iaterveatioa  of  ay  preaent  landlord  who  is  sa  agent 
by  trade,  I  alwaya  racaivad  raporta  fron  the  family.    Thua  I  learned  on 
Nov.  3,  1942,  that  the  faaily  froa  Sittard  were  deported  along  with  aany 
others.    They  bed  the  greet  good  fortune  to  be  tekea  iate  the  old  guard  where 
they  were  aeeouatable  to  Frits  Gottschslk  sad  his  wifs  froa  Geilenkirchen, 
so  that  until  today,  28tb  Auguat  1944,  they  ramain  at  Weatarborg  In  Holland. 

On  the  28th  of  Septeaber  1942,  I  received  coapany  and  Mr.  Wolff 
froa  Geleea  with  whoa  we  were  frieada  also  esas  here.   Nr.  Wolff  wss  asrrled 
to  sa  Arysa  which  wss  our  good  fertuae. 

On  October  25,  1942,  Geleen  waa  heavily  boabardad  through  an 
error  that  othara  cannot  explain  to  ua.    More  than  100  were  killed  and  over 
500  houaea  deatroyed.    I  heard  thia  the  aest  day  sad  thsak  God  that  sj  owa 
were  aet  killed.    Ftortuastsly  we  had  stored  as  auch  as  possible  clothes  and 
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laundry  just  hmtoxm  at  Good  Nathar landers .  Unfortunately  tha  housa  with 
tha  aarthan  floor  was  alaoaiastroyad  so  that  wa  lost  avarything  axeapt  a 
fair  valuablas  which  wara  stored  in  the  celler. 

Ob  April  1,  1943,  a  new  regulAtioii  appeared  in  the  newapaper 
ordering  «11  J«ws  froa  all  provinces  to  report  to  tha  Concentration  Caap 
Vught  on  April  10th. 

What  thia  aaant,  especially  for  aother,  you  can  weU  laMgine  for 
yourselves.    Since  she  could  not  bear  such  hardship,  our  house  doctor 
certified  that  she  could  not  be  tranaported.    The  Gestapo  did  not  recognise 
such  mercy  and  pity,  so  that  aother  waa  sent  away  with  Gerda  and  Max. 
Jenny  was  still  able  to  flee  through  the  help  of  Good  Dutch  and  so  also  csm 
to  ae. 

In  Sittard,  Max  and  Gerda  were  again  pulled  froa  the  car  by  the 
Gestapo  and  brought  to  Maastricht.    Hare  woaan  and  men  were  already  separated. 
In  Maastricht  the  bloodhounds  wanted  to  know  f roa  thea  where  Jenni  had  hiddM. 
Naturally,  they  knew  nothing  and  so  they  were  released  after  two  days  of 
torture  and  had  to  go  to  Vteght  alone,  without  guard,  which  they  did.    Thia  wa 
just  learned  now.    He  don't  underatand  it,  but  wa  hear  froa  Mra.  Wolff,  that 
Max  had  alwaya  said  that  he  did  not  wiah  to  leave  aother  alone.    He  could  not 
help  her,  however,  oince  aen  and  woaea  were  already  separated  in  Sittard. 

(tar  dear  ones  rsaaiaed  in  Vteght  only  a  few  weeks  before  being 
transported  to  Westbrborg.  Dear  aother  had  to  be  taken  to  the  hoapital 
there  any  way,  aa  aha  auf fared  a  coaplete  nervoua  breakdown. 

Here  it  waa  our  dear  Mrs.  Wolff  who  supplied  aother  with  a  food 

parcel.    (It  happened  alae^  that  wick  eeeh  eelection  froa  Vuhgt  tha«  wiMtever 

fehey  had  of  value  waa  stolen).    In  addition  to  this,  in  Vught,  everything  — 

•very th lag      except  what  they  wore  waa  atolen.    So  there  Mra.  Wblff  alao 

an 

had  to  aupply  clothing  for  thea  which  was/iadescribably  difficult  task 
after  three  years  at  war. 
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Bvttxy  typ«  of  goods  oxcopt  salt,  via*  and  ata  war«  ratioaad. 
Yard  goods  ar«  xiaply  not  to  b«  ae^irod  at  all. 

On  the  black  aarkat,  thare  ar«  naturally  goods  to  buy  but  for 
prlcas  that  ara  astrononical,  for  exaapl«: 

1  Kg  buttar  was  2.60  fl.  now  aA  tha  black  aarkat    60.  -  fl 


1  kg  potatoes       .08  fl  1.50 

1  pkg  cigar«tt«s  .25  10. 

1  cigar               .06  4. 

palnollve  soap  bar  .12-1/2  12. 

1  kg  neat  fl  30 

bicycle  tire       3.50  fl  175 

1  kg  coffee        1.60  400 

1  ault              65.  1000  etc. 


In  JiuM  1943»  aaay  Duteb  who  w«r«  by  chance  riding  tbair  bicydaa 
had  thea  eonf  iscatad  aad  14  days  latar  thay  w«r«  r«qoir«d  to  turn  in  thoir 
radios.    Naturally,  many  radios  were  not  turned  in  and  thus  followed  auch 
trouble.    Fortunately  the  people  who  sheltered  us  had  a  second  radio  so  that 
at  laaat  w«  heard  tha  Sngliah,  Aaaricanf^  and  Russian  broadcasts.  During 
tha  haaviast  boabings,  whan  on«  boab  hit  th«  whol«  r«sid«atial  district 
It  was  forbidden  to  hear  radio  broadcasts  so  this  was  done  secretly. 

But  on  Septeaber  8,  1943  at  8:45  p.a.  when  Radio  London  announced 
that  Italy  had  surr«nd«r«d,  all  Holland  know  two  ainutas  later. 

As  for  us,  wa  had  to  pay  tha  people  with  whoa  w«  war«  hidd«n.  V« 
paid  20  florins  a  week,  altogether  a  aaall  price  and  we  sold  our  valuables 
that  were  saved  froa  the  boabardaents. 

A  aporting  coapanion  froa  Berlin,  also  an  old  fighting  coapanion 
of  DIR  had  an  iaportaat  position  and  ha  was  able  to  k««p  our  doar  eaas  until 
S«pt.  9,  1943  wh«n  th«y  w«r«  d«port«d  to  Poland.    In  Doceaber  1943,  w«  r«- 
ceived  a  letter  froa  Max  aent  froa  Warsaw  through  Mrs.  Wolff,  which  the  poor 
fellow  wrote,  again  needing  wara  clothing  and  food.    Mrs.    Wolff  was  able 
with  help  froa  our  friend  (Bsp,  Moll,  whoa  yea  surely  know)  to  sond  aoro 
packages.    Vs  nover  r«c«iw«d  a  r«tttni  r«e«ipt  froa  MAX. 
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Early  January  1944,  va  haard  only  that  tha  Invadara  had  also 
daportad  aothar  to  Poland  and  wa  hmrm  alao  haard  nothing  aora  of  har. 

Ihitil  nov,  lata  Aufttat,  tha  Monas  faaily  la  atiU  in  Waatarborg, 
Kurt  tanporarlly  aa  a  carpantar  in  Zalat  and  it  la  alao  our  friand  Mra. 
Holff  vho  la  in  corraapondanca  and  at 111  aanda  food  packagaa. 

On  Saptnbar  8,  I  will  hava  baan  hara  azactly  two  yaara  without 
onea  aatting  foot  in  tha  atraat.    If  aonaoaa  had  auggaatad  thia  to  aa 
bafora,  I  would  hava  dlractly  announcad  that  X  could  not  baar  it,  but  aa 
you  can  aaa,  all  thinga  ara  poaaibla. 

Ivan  ay  auit,  which  X  havan't  had  off  ny  body  for  two  yaara,  goaa 
along  —  oaa  waara  it  ahiny.        avaa  liva  alao  in  "ahir vj*  eonditiona. 

Z  could  writa  thick  boofca  about  our  livaa  hara,  although  thia  would 
go  too  far  and  I  hopa  that  I  can  explain  this  to  you  my  dears,  by  mouth. 
We  alaap  much,  read  aora,  plaj^joow  and  then^  cards ^and  we  hava  learned, 
thank  God,  to  spaak  vary  good  Dutch  and  alao  aoaa  writing.    Sadly  wa  could 
not  laam  Bngliah  ainea  wa  auat  liva  vary  quietly  and  a  Gaatapo  livaa  next 
door. 

We  live  in  Tegelen  near  Vendo;  here  there  la  an  enoraous  airport 
for  Waatam  Europa«    The  airport  ia  now  and  again  boabarded  by  Aaarican 
and  Bngliah  planaa  and  whan  wa  hear  tha  whiatla  of  tha  4000  kg  boaba,  than  you 
can  imagine  the  anxiety 1    Outside  this,  all  tha  Aaarican  and  Bngliah  planaa 
which  bomb  the  Ruhr  region  return  over  ua  and  thia  is  eapacially  hard  for 
Janni  ainca  aha  auf farad  tha  force  of  tha  bombing  of  Galeen  on  Oct.  15,  1942 
and  one  naivar  forgata  aa  asparianea  like  thia  in  a  lifatiaa. 

It  ia  naturally  vary  intaraating  to  aae  when  the  huntera  take 
off  to  pursue  the  boad}ers  and  fire  upon  them.    But  the  interest  pales 
before  the  danger,  which  ia  very  great  ainca  aoat  tiaaa  a  hunter  or  a  b4^bB|Br 


.  ■      ■  *. 


is  brought  dovn*    ThM,  vhma  they  fall  no  stone  remains  standing  on 
ftoothttr»  and  it  luw  £r«qu«ntl7  happciMd  ^  thl«  Wl^^-«lMt  housM-vm 
radttcad  to  rubbla. 

H«  llva  with  Catholic  peopla  and  during  thaaa  MMita  tha  praycra 
"baloved  ia  Jesus-Cbrlat"  and  "Sheo«  Yiaraal"  ar«  on  the  lips  of  aach  of  ua. 

Thara  ia  good  out  of  thla  avil;  Janni  fraquantly  haa  troubla 
going  to  a  known  plaea**   Bowavar,  uham  tha  fliara  eoM  throui^  it  uorka  lika 
a  vail  oiled  Tr/.^.c/U/u.^^ 

So  ve  remain  here  and  vait  with  growing  yearning  for  the  long 
expected  liberation  and  for  our  dear  ones  from  Poland « 

On  August  23rd,  Radio  London  reported  that  Paris  had  fallmi» 
and  en  the  next  day»  we  heard  that  Rumania  had  surrendered  end  begun  to  fight 
^th  thejAllies.    On  Sept.  4th ,  Brussels  was  liberated  and  on  Sept.  8th, 
Finland  laid  down  arms;  also  on  Sept.  8th  bulgaria  declared  war  against  ^'^/^  ' 
Garaany.    Hara  ua  aaa  only  Garnan  aoldiara  ratraating  on  tha  toadm,^/'''*^^'^ 

Va  /4aitrnad  avar  our  aadnaaa  into  indaacribabla  Joy  and  thought  «a 
would  ba  lilparatad  in  no  aora  than  4  or  5  day  a  latar.  Sadly,  howavar,  our 
joy  vaa  too  aarly. 

Hy  daara»  tha  thraa  nontha  Sapt.  Oct.  and  Nov.  vara  for  all  of  ua 
tha  tiaa  of  graataat  tanaimi  that  a  paraon  can  baar.    Now  watching  out  for 

I. 

^  the  liberation  was  not  our  nost  pressing  concern,  but  Russia,  so  that  my 
friend  Wolff  and  I  had  to  be  alert  day  and  night  in  an  unheated  room.  In 
addition  we  got  no  more  fat  to  eat  eo  we  have  been  lucky  only  to  have 
rhauMtiaa  in  tha  araa  froa  thia. 

On  Sapt.  17th,  Garaaa  railway  offieiala  daacandad  auddanly  aaaking 

i  quarters  on  our  right  and  on  our  left;    they  also  asked  our  landlord  for 
shelter  but  he  was  quick-witted  enough  to  eay  that  he  had  six  children  and 
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not  «nr«&  «nougb  rooa  for  tbos.    Iralns  for  civiliana  wer«  haltod  and  v« 

had  hoard  nothing  froa  Mra.  Wolff  sinea  Sapt.  2ad.    VsiMb  Sapt*  18th  «• 

alao  raealvad  no  alactrleal  currant,  and  jchat  waa noraa  for  ua  baeauaa  of  thla 

was  that  ve  could  not  listen  to  the  radl«^  ^asd  heard  only  rumors  and  never 
knav  vbatbar  or  not  Geleen  was  liberated.    Newspapers  also  appeared  no 
■ore,  ainea  «•  vara  cut  off  in  a  aaotor  of  40-30  kllonatara  from  the  aouth, 
north  and  waat,  and  only  the  aaat  — »  Ganuuiy  —  waa  opan  to  ua. 

Later  there  appeared  a  local  newspaper  in  Venlo  which,  however, 
had  to  be  brought  daily^  since  all  men  from  the  age  16  to  60  yeara  vara 
under  ordara  for  hard  labor;  ainca  almoat  no  Dutchmen  aaaeabled,  men  were 
simply  taken  from  the  atraat  if  thay  had  no  work  parmita  to  build  tranehaa. 
Besides,  this,  a  few  times  a  week,  all  the  male  and  female  bicyclists  ware 
aiaply  grabbed  off  the  streets* 

Suddenly  a  new  danger  appeared  whan  thousands  of  Polish,  Russian, 
Ukranian  and  German  men  and  woman  came  hare  to  build  fortif icationa  and  vara 
in  part  billeted  in  private  houses.    Here,  too,  we  got  away  lightly. 

Venlo  was  heavily  bombarded  on  October  28th  and  29th,  with  the 
result  that  we  were  without  water  for  a  few  daya.    The  German  police  and 
German  Adminiatrativa  authority  including  The  Party  had  eomplata  power 
after  Mov.  11th,  ainea  all  the  good  Netherlander  Uk  City  and  Railway 
officials,  including  the  mayor  and  police  disappeared,  so  a  network  had 
to  be  called  into  life  which  could  warn  all  those  in  hiding  against  a 
poaaibla  raid.    Thanks  to  eooparatioa,  it  all  want  like  clockwork.  £vary-* 
one  knew  aoaathing  vaa  up  almoat  before  it  began.    There  ware  alao, 
naturally,  many  false  alarms,  so  that  on  Nov.  2nd  when  the  first  real  raid  took 
place  it  waa  a  great  failure  for  the  Germans. 
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Mm  also  had  a  aaparata  hiding  placa  In  our  houaa»  which 
placad  ua  lltarally  ovar  tha  haads  of  tha  Ganwna  wliaB  thay  eaaa* 
Aftar  4  houra  tha  raid  waa  ovav  and  wa  outaaartad  tha  erlalnala,  thank 

God,  this  time.    On  Nov.  4th,  Vanlo  was  again  bombarded  very  heavily  so 
that  the  inner  city  lay  in  duat  and  aahaa  and  the  newapaper  could  no 
longer  appear. 

Zn  tha  aaantiaa  tha  Allied  broadeaa'la  f  roa  Bindhovan  want  into 
operation.    Two  Dutch  patriots  made  the  broadcasts  middays  «od  evenings 
under  the  name  of  '!|inockl"  ao  that  we  were  again  able  to  follow  the 
progreaa  on  tha  fronts.    Wa  heard  that  tha  Americana  had  freed  the  provinces 
of  Zealand  and  North  Brabant  from  tha  «M^r.    Whan  tha  Xalaada  of  Walchun 
and  Zuld  Burland»  which  guarded  tha  part  of  Aatvarp  wara  finally  in  Alliad 
handa  »  wa  knaw  that  our  fraadom  hour  would  aoon  arriva,  but  our  patianca 
waa  baiog  wall-taatad.    By  tha  way  at  thia  tlna  two  patriota  went  into  a 
aaall  hotel  with  a  <^iiall  recording  device  where  the  Geraana  were  quartered* 
They  reaeived  currant  OSIMi  frta  Gemany. 

On  Nov.  10th,  there  waa  another  raid  ^nd-^taiae-'ftiiia  which  laated 
12  houra ' we  aurvlved  well^ 

The  German  party  bigwiga  in  their  yellow  uniforme  ware  very 
numerous  and  no  factory  or  buainaas,  even  the  amalleat,  waa  aparad  their 
visits  and  all,  absolutely  all,  was  stolen  legally  through  proclamation, 
decrees,  etc.     Eorses,  cows*  ears,  equipment,  machinery,  food,  rugs, 
curtaina  -  everything  -  abaolutely  everything  -  theae  piga  took.  Ironically, 
if  we  left  it  here  it  would  auraly  be  boabed  by  the  Americana  or  the  Bngliah 
and  we  can  use  these  things  well! 

The  German  family  that  lived  next  door  to  us  alao  came  a  few 
daya  later  with  a  huge  furniture  truck  and  took  back  all  they  had  given  away. 
Tha  woman  even  brought  a  liat  ao  that  nothing  waa  forgotten.    We  all  hoped 
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that  for  thM«  barbarians  all  Garaany  will  ba  boobad  out. 


naturally,  wa  could  no  longar  raeaiva  ration  earda  froa  our 
friend  Mrs.  Wolff,  but  this  difficulty  alao  paaaad  quickly  since  the 
director  of  the  distribution  gave  us  our  entitlement  rdgularly.  Our 
rationa  vare  reduced  froa  vaek  to  week  and  finally  we  received  only  3/4 
of  a  loaf  of  bread  each  weak  on  this  certificate.    Potatoes  disappeared 
14  days  ago.    Than,  the  faraars  whose  land  lay  directly  on  the  Maas  were 
evacuated  and  all  the  potatoes  confiscated  by  the  Germans.    Our  horde  Is 
already  long  exhauated  and  we  received  50  Kg  from  close  acquaintances. 

If  %m  mrm  not  frft«d  by  Mmi»  ,<thc  tlM  thtts«  are  used  up}  ve  do  not  knov 

.  »  ' —  — 

%9hmt  ve  will  do. 

For  ue  men,  the  most  difficult  la  that  we  have  nothing  to  smoke, 
and  neither  with  money  nor  good  words,  could  cigarettes  or  cigars  be 
procured.    A  good  neighbor  -~  a  non--raoker  — -*  had  saved  up  a  few  smokea,  and 


fron  hltt  we  received  J[9nekes)  okertjes 


i^en  hla  supply  was  eschausted. 


he  supplied  us  with  t/kbacco  leaves  from  his  garden.    In  order  to  smoke 
one  cigarette  we  needed  10  -  12  latches  and  the  taste  -    '*er  erreichte  den 
Hof  ait  Mich  und  hot?  ^ 

During  the  night  of  Novenber  12-13,  there  waa  a  terrible  din  of 
soldier-filled  cars  coming  and  going  on  our  atreef  and  we  saw  in  the 


morning  that  the  soldiers  were  then  setting  up  a  battery  of  field 

'  ^    '       '  '^■^  /[    behiAd  our  houae  on  a  hockey  field.    Twenty-four  houra 
later  the  first  of  the  8.8  camona  thundered.    It  was  a  tiltllaballoo 


as  if  the  world  would  end,  and  our  houae  shook  in  Its  path.    At  flrat 
the  soldiers  only  fired  at  airplanes,  but  later  alao  to  tbs front.  The 
Allied  offenalve  bad  begun  on  Nov.  16th,  and  since  the  middle  of  October 
we  had  been  able  to  see  the  beacona  of  the  Allied  forcea  across  the  sky» 
In  the  bouse  next  to  uf ,  where  the  Germans  lived  earlier,  the  staff  of  the 


staidi  us  tnxt  of  house  and  homer^ 


8 


battery  aad«  its  m«t  and  tha  talephoM  clreults  for  thmi  irara  laid  In 

our  garden.    Also»  all  our  ef^^lpaent  had  been  moved  into  the  cellar  in 
the  nean  tine  and  ,  that  this  waa  needed!^ve  luiewjvhen  there  vaa  an  artillery 
battle  on  Mov«  17th  that  laated  fro«  8:15  p.a.  to  10:45  p.m.    There  waa 
no  thought  of  aleeplng  that  night.    Our  firat  work  of  the  next  day  was 
to  move  the  beds  into  the  cellar,  and  ^^bince  that  night  w  have  been  living 
in  the  cellar  -  sleeping  and  eating  in  the  cellar #  and  except  for  grabbing 
aoae  freah  air  or  using  the  vc  we  atayed  in  the  cellar  all  the  tine.  Only 
my  friend  Vblff  and  I  exchange  places  every  two  hours »  since  sosttone  always 
haa  to  be  upstairs  on  the  lookout  for  any  possible  raids.    Here  one  needn*t 
speak  of  the  proverbial  "Jewish  fear'*  and  my  friend  Wolff,  especially, 
aince  he  never  played  any  aports  except  C.U.  (7),  proved  to  be  a  man. 


btfir  landlord  had  too  much  fear  of  the  fire  bomba  to  come  out 


of  the  cellar,  exanple  our  hiding  place  during  raids  lay  between 

the  rafters  and  the  wood  ceiling  so  that  when  grenades  fly  over  us  and 
explode  around  us  we  often  have  the  feeling  that  the  house  is  going  to 
collapae  because  of  the  air  pressure  and  we  will  be  buried  in  the  rubble. 
As  soon  as  the  raid  is  over  when  we  come  out  of  the  hiding  places,  the  first 
thing  we  do  Is  thank  our  God  that  we  have  survived  again. 

On  21st  in  the  afternoon  about  17:15  a  sergeant  came  to  us 
demanding  billeting  for  himaelf  and  three  men.    "If  you  don't  give  ua  the 
room  as  requested,  then  we  i^^ll  take  the  whole  house."    —  that  was  his 
opening  remark.    The  soldiers  began  to  take  over  iimnediately  and  hiter  a 
half  hour  they  were  in  place  and  immediately  began  to  lay  telephone  wirea.when 


the  order  came  "We  withdraw I "    By  17:45  we  were  again  our  own  masters  in 


our  own  house.    A  soldier  said  to  the  Landlord:    "Be  happy  that  we  retreat 

since  otherwise  ill  would  have  come  here."    The  Allies  fire  heavily. 
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^In  14  days  |:his  is  th«  sixth  tins  that  as  soon  as  «•  Mt  up  th«  artlllary 
we  have^yto  retreat  further. 

And  that^ soldier  was  absolutely  correct  was  proven  to  us 
personally  the  next  day.    On  Nor.  21st  the  battery  waa  gone,    wa  breathed 

freely.    The  restoration  of  quiet  was  the  best  nedicine  for  our  nerves. 
Hbv.  22nd  was  a  fine  November  day.    The,  clouds  bung  low. and  Cere  raincl^uds. 
Neither  airplanes  nor  clearing  were  in  the  air.    It  was  all  quiet.  The 
front  was  stiU  4  Km   acroaa  the  Maaa.    At  8  that  evening,  juat  aa  we  were 

ready  to  go  to  bed^  since  we  had  no (light  and  had  to  use  short  candles  and 
torches  and  so  went  to  sleep  with  the  chickens^  the  house  shook  when  a 
bomb  must  have  landed  a  short  distance  from  us.    Three  or  four  seconds 
later,  a  new  «xplosion^änd  we  heard  the  craeh  of  roof  and  chine  of  breaking 
glass.    Each  one  of  ua  pleaded  with  God  for  help  in  nost  desperate  faahion. 
No  one  knew  how  much  damage  had  been  done  and  no  one  had  the  courage  to  go 
into  the  street.    Only  an  hour  later  did  we  go  through  the  house  —  often 
walking  on  ahards  of  glaaa.    We  could  not  light  a  light  since  our  blackout 
shades  were  blown  away.    The  next  oornlng  we  saw  the  destruction.  The 
house  immediately  to  the  left  of  ours  had  sustained  a  direct  hit  with  a 
bomb  and  the  bokb  bad  left  a  deep  hole  to  the  depth  of  the  first  story.  1«. 
front  of|^  street/  and  our  neighbor  iSkbii  the  street  alao  had  been  hit. 
-end  behind  ua,  leas  than  2  maters  from  the  place  where  juat  the  day  before 
the  cannons  had  stood,  a  bulls-eye  hit  left  its  mark  at  the  former  aunitions 
storage  for  this  cannon.    A  miracle?    who  knows?   ^ur  lives  lay  in  God's 
hand  who  eared  for  anil  protected  ua. 
. ,  Ve  jwc7irin'no^^«an*a  land>«ttd  since  Hov.  23rd  Allied  and  Genuin 

artillery  shells  fly  back  and  forth  over  us.    We  hear  the  firing  and  the 
explosions , and  in-between  the  flight  of  the  rockets. 
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Siactt  thm  23rd  itbm  Allies)  rMcbed  thm  Maas  1  km  bahlnd  ua» 
and  alnea  tha  24th  they  raachad  tha  >4  te  at  Vanlo  4  km  anay  fr<m  ua* 

How  much  longer  ve  still  have  to  wait  for  our  liberation,  ve  mist  still 
watch.    I  am  vritiog  thia  latter  on  Nov.  29  and  will  with  God's  help 
finish  it  at  hcna. 

The  party  bigviga  and  railroadera  are  gone  aince  yeaterday. 
Since  yesterday  the  soldiers  have  been  busy  stealing  the  switches  and  other 
railroad  equipment  and  we  are  still  bound  hand  and  foot. 

Although  we  often  planned  to  flee  behind  the  llnea  to  our  houae» 
no  one  will  take  the  riak  now. 

I  forgot  to  mention,  that  on  Nov.  23rd ,  our  hair  was  barbered  for 
the  first  time  in  two  years  and  three  montha,  and  this  too  waa  a  great  joy 
for  ua«    Nov  I  appear  human  again  and  if  the  Allies  come  quickly,  then  ve 
can  at  leaat  travel  the  50  km  to  Geleen  vithout  attracting  attention. 

An  electrician,  a  friend  of  the  family,  showed  us  on  Nov.  23rd 
that  we  can  indeed  receive  radio  broadcasts,  since  if  we  connect  a  few 
wires  in  the  electrical  box,  the  curren|^  flows  from  Kaldenkirchen. and  is 
Intended  for  the  German  aoldiera^r  We,  too»  hear  radio  with  German  current* 
Can  you  think  of  anything  better?    Since  No;i  17th  we  have  not  been  out  of 
our  clothes  night  or  day,  since  we  toust  expect  a  raid  at  any  moment.    Our  own -groving 
hordes  are  exhausted  in  mid-September*    We  eat  enough  to  live  of  dried  bread 
and  "Moses-soup "--drawn  out  of  the  vater.    Apple  butter  apread  wsry  thin 
is  a  treat  for  us*    Dear  Jenni  trailed  tvo  bed  sheets  for  1-1/2  kg  of  bacon* 

My  dears,  what  we  liave  endured  since  mid-September  is  not  to 
be  described  in  words.    Our  landlord  has  been  made  3/4  craay  through  all 
this  and  cannot  be  dealt  vith  anymore*    The  excitement  of  raida»  billeting, 
or  poaaible  evacuation  ia  net  to  be  described.    Every  one  is  completely 
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unnerved  and  even  sick.    Just  believe  ae,  chat  I  do  net  eataggerate, 
the  naked  truth  is  auch  worse  than  all  our  loss  is  great. 

Today,  Dec.  2nd,  I  continue  my  report.    We  still  rcnain  under 
the  yoke  of  the  Gersians  and  our  lives  grow  more  unbearable  day  by  day. 
For  all  our  sustenance  we  have  received  since  Nov.  27th  only  half  a 
bread  per  person  per  week.    We  get  potatoes  now  and  then  from  friends 
who  are  depleting  their  own  stores.    In  addition  we  are  bombarded  daily 
by  the  English  end  our  fears  grow  over  our  ability  to  survive  the  war. 
Friday,  Nov.  24th,  we  had  a  peaceful  day  on  which  we  heard  no  more  bombs 
and  already  believed  that  the  shelling  had  stopped  in  our  sector  end  we 
found  new  courage.    Saturday,  Nov.  25th  was  slso  quiet  in  the  morning.  We 
were  all  above  —  that  is  on  the  ground  floor.    Suddenly  at  11:40  there  began 
great  explosions,  one,  another  one,  and  again  and  again  with  an  unbelievable 
noise.    We  dropped  to  the  floor  and  crawled  on  all  fours  to  the  cellar  steps. 
After  a  few  minutes  we  returuMl  to  the  ground  floor  where  a  frightening 
sight  greeted  our  eyes.    A  bomb  had  landed  right  in  front  of  our  house  and 
had  bored  a  deep  hole  In  the  street.    Tliree  steps  away  from  us  lay  a 
teamster  and  his  horse,  dead,  torn  by  shrapnel. 

Ten  steps  to  the  left  lay  anotherjeorpse,  half  of  whose  abdomen 
had  been  torn  away  by  shrapnel.    Naturally  aU  the  houses  around  were  more 
or  less  damaged,  but  this  Uestruction  is  nothing  compared  with  the  loss  of 
life.    At  the  home  of  good  friends  of  ours,  a  bomb  exploded  in  the  kitchen, 
where  the  housewife  was  Just  working;  when  heviion  saw  the  exterior  walls 
collapsing,  he  threw  her  to  the  floor,  laid  a  chair  over  the  poor  old  lady, 
and  pulled  her  that  way  under  the  rubble  and  only  through  God's  hand  mother 
and  eon  escaped  with  just  a  few  akin  wounds.    I  know  one  thing  —  If  I  survive 
this  wsr,  1  will  never  forget  this  November  25th.    Since  that  day  there  have 
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l>««a  aasy  ruaiours.    Dlffarant  villages  around  us  have  been  ordered  by  the 

Nasis  to  evacuate  since  nost  people  are  searching  for  their  safety  in 

flight  and  find  a  new  hone  here  in  Tegelcn.    Maturally,  the  Maxis  heard  about 

this  and  between  Nov.  27ch  and  29th  more  than  300  SS  were  here  making  raids 
and  more  than  200  people  fell  thus  into  the  hands  of  these  bloodhounds  and 
were  transported  to  Gemany.    Our  nerves  were  coaqpletely  tested  by  this 
end  we  thank  God  that  the  louts  did  not  find  us*    So  it  went  from  week  to 
week.    On  Dec.  23rd  we  received  the  order  that  we  must  evacuate.    Ve  had 
1-1/2  hours  to  pack  everything  up.    Everyone  made  preparations.    My  friend 
Wolff  and  1  still  were  not  going  to  leave  and  made  a  hole  under  the  floor 
where  there  was  no  cellar  and  stowed  all  the  food  we  still  had  there.  The 
greatest  problem  was  naturally  water.    The  water  supply  had  stopped  a  month 
before  and  water  had  to  be  brought  by  acquaintances  from  the  pump.    So  we 
filled  bottles  with  water  and  stowed  these,  too,  in  our  hiding  place.  By 
three  o'clock,  we  still  had  heard  nothing.    Finally  at  5  p.m.  the  report 
came  that  the  evacuation  was  delayed  14  days.    What  this  meent  to  us  you 
cannot  Imagine.    We  said  that  with  time  all  would  be  won. 

On  Christaaa  eve  we  stayed  in  the  cellar.      The  same  day  we  had 
made  slaw  from  sugar  beets  so  we  bad  something  to  put  on  our  bread  for 
Christmas  day. 

In  the  first  week  of  January  1945,  90  infanta  died  of  malnutrition. 
On  Jan.  4th,  Venlo  had  to  evacuate  officially  and  legalen  in  a  few  days. 
Luckily,  the  evacuation  of  Tegelen  wee  only  rusiored.    On  Jan.  16th,  we 
heard  that  an  Allied  offensive  hsd  begun  near  Littard*  and  we  found  courage  again 
that  only  a  few  days  were  required  before  we  would  be  liberated.    How  great 
was  our  disappointment  when  we  heard  that  the  troops  were  still  laying  outside 
Roermond  and  again  we  would  not  be  liberated.    Thus  there  were  two  raids 

*Sittard 
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th«  next  day  -  at  10  in  tha  norning  and  In  tha  avanlng  at  6.    Wa  juat 
aat  down  for  tha  avanlng  aaal  —  and  wa  had  for  tha  first  tine  vhola 
potatoes  and  carrots-a  holiday  meal  for  us  -  when  there  was  a  knock  at 
the  door  and  the  comoand  called:    "Open  at  once"    Wolff  and  I  ran  up  tha 
atalra  without  haaltatlon  and  had  to  cli«b  over  tha  rafters  In  tha  dark 
to  reach  our  hiding  place  creeping  on  hands  and  feet.    But  with  God* a  help, 
we  came  out  well  again  this  time. 

On  Jan.  23rd  the  green  police  cane  and  searched  behind  sofas 
and  draperies.    Here,  too,  there  was  for  us  a  "Lo  Lanu"  (Hah.  -  Mot  for  us) 
On  Feb.  9th  at  10:30  In  the  nomlng,  500  green  police  ordered  the  evacuation 
of  the  center  of  Tegelen  In  an  hour.    But  the  evacuation  was  also  delayed 
until  February  11th.    At  10  o'clock,  150  of  these  blood  hounds  came  and 
drove  people  out  of  their  houses.    Of  the  1000  men  they  arreated,  they  took 
350  to  Kaldenkirchen  from  where  they  luckily  could  be  transported  no  further 
since  the  Allies  had  bombarded  trains  and  stations  so  the  poor  fellows  could 
stay  there  until  they  were  liberated. 

On  Feb.  22nd  we  received  4  mora  people  who  had  to  flee  the 
Germans  from  a  neighboring  village.    These  people  had  hidden  underground 
for  10  days  but  could  not  bear  It  any  longer  and  ao  also  had  to  be  helped. 
Fortunately,  they  brought  with  them  some  food  so  we  were  helped  again. 

On  Feb.  28th,  after  a  long  time  came  a  good  report  again  and  It 
waa  that  tha  evacuation  was  cancelled  and  soma  people  were  already  returning 
from  Kaldenkirchen.    On  tha  same  avanlng  wa  heard  that  American  armored  troops 
were  in  Kaldenkirchen  and  thrusting  toward  Venlo.    This  report  was  un- 
believable to  us  and  we  put  no  trust  In  it.    Nevertheless,  a  friend  came  a 
few  houra  later  and  confirmad  tha  nnsor. 
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Ity  dMTs»  it  is  lapossibltt  to  say  vhat  Is  still  to  come»  we 
cry  vith  joy  snd  cannot  ballm  that  iva  can  still  ba  aliva  a£«ar  thla  valt 
and  all  thaaa  hardships.    Wa  ballavad  it  first  whan  va  saw  two  trucks  of 

American  soldiers  on  Friday  morning.    The  village  was  Immediately  festive, 
everything  draped  In  bunting  and  we  went  out  into  the  street  again 
for  the  first  time  as  free  aan. 

Now  we  wanted  aa  quickly  as  possible  to  go  hoM  although  no 
car  or  other  means  of  travel  was  to  be  had.    We  wanted  to  go  on  foot  on 
Sunday  morning.    At  4  o'clock  on  Saturday  afternoon  the  bell  rang  and  a 
friend  of  the  Jeweler  F.  van  dar  Klei  stood  at  the  door  with  a  friend  who 
came  to  pick  us  up  with  his  car.    Tou  can  imagine  our  joy  that  we  would  be 
able  to  reach  our  house  so  quickly. 

On  the  trip  from  legelen  to  Geleen  we  received  a  small  picture 
of  modem  war.    Bridges  blown  up»  houses  and  churches  destroyed  in 
desolate  villages.    In  Geleen»  luckily  nothing  had  occurred  and  you  can 
imagine  the  feelings  of  Mrs.  Wolff.    She  had  also  not  seen  her  husband 
In  2-1/2  years. 

We  slept  after  a  long  time  again  in  fresh-made  beds»  got  pure 
coffee  and  proper  tea  and  aat  again  at  a  set  table  all  of  which  seemed  a 

fairy  tale  to  us. 

Someone  had  hung  a  placard  on  our  store  window  on  the  day  of 

our  liberation  which  read;    '*here  was  the  fiaum  butcher  shop".  This 
notice  appeared  in  varioua  newapapers  and  waa  broadcaat  on  English  radio. 
Jull.  Gottschalk  heard  thla  and  wrote  to  us  at  our  old  address.    Ve  found 

this  letter  when  we  returned  but  it  must  have  waited  for  us  for  5  months. 
As  you  have  read  from  our  letters  in  the  meantime,  we  still  have  not  been 
able  to  re-*open  the  store. 
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We  also  had  che  great  good  fortune  that  we  coxHd  retrieve 
Boat  of  our  things  which  had  been  hidden  away  with  friends  — -  the  ^ 


greatar  part  of  the  linen  and  bouaehold  goods  Included. 

All  the  Jewish  households  were  plundered  by  the  OerasBs  and 

the  goods  sent  to  Germany.    We  could  recovernone  of  this. 

After  the  occupation  troops  who  were  in  our  house  withdrew.  We 
were  able  to  move  In  on  March  15th.    The  house  was  redone  fron  attic  to 

basement  at  our  expense. 

We  received  froa  the  local  organization  furniture,  kitchen  and 
living  room  and  one  bedroon.    The  furniture  was  temporary  and  had  fo  be 
returned  after  a  few  weeks.    We  were  lucky  that  when  our  dear  ones  return 
from  Poland,  they  will  find  their  own  hones.    W^  hope  and  know  that  you. 
ay  dear  ones,  will  help  us  financially  since  our  capital  Is  used  up  as  we  hava 

already  written. 

In  the  hope  of  soon  receiving  mail  from  you  personally  I  close 

for  today  «rlth  best  wishes  and  kisses  for  all  of  you. 

Yours , 

Karl 


P.S.    Sand  this  letter  to  Albert  since  we  cannot  reach  hin.    By  the  way, 

I  forgot  an  important  matter.    Can  you,  dear  Bnnno,  send  ne  sone  cigarettes? 

My  best  thanks  in  advance  — 


Tegeler! 

August  25,  IS44 


/My  Dears, 

Today,  August  25,   1944,   is  exactly  two  y#ars  sinc# 
L#ni  and  Ils#  w#re  d#port#d  to  Poland.    Now,  Just  10  days  ago, 
the  second  invasion  into  southern  Franc#  b#gan  and  all  are 

counting  on  a  quick  end  to  the  war.     I  will  begin  to  describe  to 
you,  my  dear  ones,  our  war  experiences  since  war  broke  out. 

From  our   last   letters  in  1940,   you  learned  that,   thank  God, 
all   was  going  well    for  us.     Father's  illness  grew  steadily  worse, 
so  that  it  became  a  redemption  for  him  when  the  dear  God  called 
our  beloved  Father,  of  blessed  memory,   to  him  on  October  10, 
1940.     We  griev#d  deeply  at  Father's  death.     Yet,  today  we  tak# 
.  Joy  in  it,  since  our  Fath#r  was  spared  in  d#ath  all  the  suffering 
iJkhat  our  Moth#r  had  to  liv#  through  after  that  time^ 

In  March,    1940,  we  paid  the  rest  of  our  debts  for  the 
machinery  here  in  the  Netherlands,   as  well   as  the  electrical 
refrigeration  system.   Thus,   since  we  were  free  from  debt,  from 
that  time  and  worked  only  for  profit,   the  first  stage  (lit. "paw") 
of  our   fixed  goal  had  been  gained. 

Jenni  said  then,   "We  Just  hope  now  that  we  have  paid  for 
«v#rything,  no  war  conies.'*    With  such  a  pessimism.  Max  and  I 
always  laughed  at  Jenni  sinc#  w#  did  not  believ*  that  th*r#  would 
b#  war  between  Germany  and  th#  N#th#rlands.     But  it  was 
otherwise,  ~as  at  a  second  glance  came  Friday,  May  10,   1940  — a 
day  that  we  will  not   forget  as  long  as  we  live. 

That  morning  at  4  o'clock  Jenni  came  into  our  room,  awakened 
us  Baying:    "Don't  you  hear  the  explosions  and  the  firing?"  What 
can  it  possibly  be?"     "Exercises,"  we  answered,   turning  over  to 
sleep  more.     A  half  hour  later,  howevf^r,  w*  heard  planes  flying 
quite  low.     We  Jumped  out  of  bed  and  saw  the  Swastikas  on  the 
plane.     Then  we  knew  that  the  Netherlands  had  been  overran  by 
Germany.     We  dressed  quickly  and  ran  into  the  street  where  we 
heard  from  acquaintances  that  the  first  German  tanks  and  armored 
(forces)  cars  had  rolled  over  the  Reiyks  Weg  toward  Maastricht. 
A  few  minutes  later,   German  soldiers  came  riding  out  of  all  the 
streets  and  alleys  on  bicycles  with  fixed  bayonets  and  hand 
grenades  on  a  string.     When  I  think  back  to  this  sight,   1  get 
chills  up  and  down  my  spine. 

The  Germans  who  had  settled  here  welcomed  the  soldiers 
Jubilantly,  while  we,  naturally,  were  afraid  lest  these  Germans 
in  exile  betray  us  Jews  to  the  soldiers.     Dear  Jenni  wanted  us 
youngsters  to  flee  on  bicycle.     Thank  God,   this  came  to  nothing 
more^   since  as  we  later      learned^    these  refugees  were  trapped 
between  the  two  fronts,    Ca  fate  whichjl  could  not  be  described  in 
volumes. 

At  6  a.m.  the  Moses  family  arrived,   including  the  dog, 
thinking  they  would  be  safer  with  us  than  in  Sittard,  since 
Sittard  had  immediately  been  chosen  as  a  military  assembly  point 
for  the  Germans  and  they  were  moving  German  transports  through 
there  day  and  night.     The  Moses  family  stayed  with  us  for  the 
first  eight  days.  VUntil   7  a.m.   we  still   knew  nothing  Cof  the 
fate;]  of  our  parents.     so  we  sent  Ilse  to  them  to  find  out  what 
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th#ir  situation  was.     D#ar  Fath#r  sat  as  always,  smoking  his 
cigar  at  th#  window,  looking  out  on  tha  andlass  rows  of  tanks, 
armored  cars  and  autos.     As  Ilse  then  saw  Father,  she  said  that 

the  good  old  man  did  not  believe  that  these  were  truly  German 
soldiers.    It  was  incredible  to  our  dear  Father,   of  blessed 
memory,   because  as  you  al 1   know  he  was  lOOX  mi  1 i tar i st  and  the 
criminals  had  draped  their  armored  cars  and  automobiles  with 
orange  cloth  so  that  everyone  thought  that  they  were  Netherlands 
soldiers. 

In  addition,  the  soldiers  bore  placards    with  the  slogans 
"Dutchmen,  do  not  fire.  We  are  your  friends,"  attached  to  their 

cars  and  armored  vehicles.     At  10  o'clock  Father  came  to  us  and 
was  spechless,   to  see  the  Moses  family  there.     No  one  had  any 
desire  to  work  until  Father  said:    "You  are  Heshugge.   Do  your  duty 
and  wor k  anyway  and  1  et   it  all  come  to  you. " 

After  the  people  recovered  from  the  first  shock,  the  well- 
known  ever-*-practical  Netherlander  appeared  and  began  laying  away 
food  like  squirrels.     Everyone  bought  everything  available  and  in 
a  few  hours  on  this  day  we  had  receipts  that  would  normally  equal 
an  entire  week's.     Whether  or  not  we  wanted  to,  we  worked  hard  in 
order  to  fill   all   the  requests.     And  you  can  be  assured  that  we 
struck  while  the  fire  was  hot^ 

Saturday  morning  at   five  o'clock,   our   first  'customers' 
(lit. "famous  ones)  —  five  Hof fensoldaten  bought  everything  that 
they  saw.     One  saids   "You  still  have  so  much  meat  and  sausage, 
when  at  home  there  is  no  more." 

Shops  were  not  only  besieged  by  the  populace,  but  the 
soldiers  received  extra  pay  called  R#ichskredltkMis«fiscli#in<i  .e. 
government  credit  slips). 

Just  before  7  o' c loc k  that  eveni ng  we  vi ewed  our   f i rst 
aerial  combat  between  French  and  German  hunters.     By  luck  there 
was  no  damage. 

Sunday  morning  we  heard  from  one  of  our  customers  that  a  Jew 
of  Geleen  was  arrested  by  the    Germans.     Now  my  dears,  you  can 
imagine  for  yourselves  how  we  felt  about  this.  Every  second  we 
thought  we  would  be  Joining  that  line.     The  next  day,  however,  we 
were  told  that  he  was  free  again.  He  was  accused  of  having  said 
"Every  German  soldier  who  enters  my  store  will  be  poisoned."  The 
German  officer   interrogating  the  Jew  was  given  to  understand.  He 
did  not  believe  this  slander,  and  thus  the  man  was  set  free 
again. 

Later  we  heard  that  after  the  invasion  of  Holland  by  the 
Germans,  the  resident  Germans  including  the  Jews  were  arrested  by 
the  Dutch  government.  Dear  Leni  also  spent  two  days  in  prison, 
and  Jull.  Gottschalk  and  his  wife  spent  five  days  Cthere3, 
although  all  were  freed  after  the  surrender  of  Holland. 

After  a   few  weeks,   no  butcher  was  allowed  to  slaughter  pigs 
hi  msel f .     They  were  si  aught er ed  in  Sittard  and  parcel ed  out . 
Beef  and  veal   were  sti 1 1    freeCi .e.   unl imi ted>   and  we  could  buy 
them  from  the  farmers  oursel ves.     Each  week  we  si aught er ed  1  head 
of  cattle  and  2  or  3  head  of  calf  which  was  an  especial  Joy  for 
the  parents  since  it  reminded  them  so  much  of  Bsuchn. 
Sorrowfully,  we  had  to  work  very  differently  than  our  Aryan 
colleagues.     They  stored  away  Blockwurst,  Rauchfleisch,  bacon. 
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ham,  and  lard.     How#v#r,  w#  had  to  liquidat#  *v#rythino  quickly 
b#caus*  we  had  to  #xpect  to        closed  down  at  any  tim#. 

Later ,   we  st i 1 I  had  no  1 imi t  on  sheep  and  slaughtered  8  — 
animals  a  week  until  all  meat  as  well  as  other  victuals  were 
rationed. 

On  the  fourth  Saturday  of  the  occupation,  when  the  store 
filled  with  customers,  a  Junior  officer  and  soldier  appeared, 
the  now-familiar  tone,  he  asked  Haxi  "Are  you  the  proprietor? 
Then  read  this  through."  It  was  a  prohibition  for  the  German  army 
against  purchasing  from  Jews.  A  sign  which  he  had  with  him  with 
the  notice  "Juedisehes  6#scha#ft''( Jewish -owned  establishment)  was 
to  be  hung  up  by  Max  in  the  officer's  presence.     The  customers  in 
the  store  began  to  laugh  aloud  and  Joke  about  the  RotiMof f en (Di r ty 
Germans).     Someone  placed  the  placard  in  the  window  and  the  net 
1  effect  was  that  all  the  Jewish  businesses  were  busier  than  ever. 
All  the  wretchedness  we  had  left  behind  in  Germany  now  started 
over  agairui 

Oie  Friday  in  December,  we  were  visited  by  two  men  in  a  car* 
By  chance  I  was  alone  in  the  store  and,  placing  themselves  in 

front  of  the  cash  register,   they  asked  if  I  were  the  propietor 
and  called  "Baum."     You  can  well  understand  that  at  that  moment 
my  heart  was  in  my  mouth.    {Ich  sagte  der  Lb.   Jenni  u.     dem  Ib. 
Max  bescheid  und  ging  mit  den  Herren  Kloovem  nach  oben. >   I  gave 
dear  Jenni  and  Max  instructions  and  went  upstairs  with  the 
KslauvittCHebrew  »  dogs). 

The  salutation  wasi"Mr.  Baum,   I  await  your  answer  on  an 
affidavit  and  can  arrest  you  immediately.  Your  parents  emigrated 
Cfrom  Germany 3  to  Holland  in  C 19338.   CThey3  sold  a  house  and 
property.   Where  is  that  money?" 

Answer :    "In  the  Deutschen  Bank  in  Essen. " 

"A  deposit  of  8-10^000  marks  is  missing."  To  make  a  long 
story  short,   we  were  alleged  to  have  received  money  illegally 
from  a  peasant.    I  could  prove  to  him  that  we  paid  the  costs  of 
emigration  for  CbrotherJ  Albert  and  ourselves  from  this  account. 
After  some  arguing  he  was  temporarily  satisfied.     In  closing  he 
said  simply  that  he  would  come  back  again.     Ue  never  heard 
anything  further  of  this  matter. 

In  October   1940,   Fern  was  the  first  of  our   family  to  lose 
her   livelihood.      In  the  summer  of   1940  they  still  had  many  guests 
and  could  live  for  a  time  from  the  earnings.     From  1941,  Jews 
were  barred  from  all  bathing  areas.   In  order  to  stay  alive  and 
pay  the  daily  expenses,  Rudi  was  apprenticed  to  a  machine  shop  in 
Maastricht.  Fern  worked  very  hard  in  the  worst  circumstances  in  a 
sand  pit.     Me  gave  them  meat  and  lard  each  weekend  and  dear 
Jettchen  always  did  a  lot  or  them. 

In  January  1941,  all  Jews  were  required  to  surrender  their 
radios;   luckily  we  had  no  radio. 

In  May,   the  sports  arena  in  Geleen  was  struck  by  a  rocket 
through  which  every  pane  of  glass  in  Geleen  up  to  Lindhovel  was 
broken  and  tiles  were  blown  from  many  roofs. 

Despite  great  di f f iculties,  Gerta  and  Max  were  engaged  to  be 
married  in  May.     The  religious  ceremony  took  place  in  Valkenburg. 
It  was  in  Hannchens  apartment  and  the  Moses  family,  Qerta's 
parents  and  we  were  the  guests. Me  celebrated  in  accordance  with 


th#  tifin#s  mm  w#ll  and  mm  badly  as  possible. 

After  the  German  invasion  of  Russia  on  Jun#  21st,  our  hopes 
of  a  quick  end  to  the  war  rose.   Therefore  we  were  again 
disappointed  by  the  turn  of  events. 

Ue  received  reports  from  our  dear   family  from  Aachen  that 
they  had  been  expelled  from  their  house  and  forced  into  barracks. 
They  were  permitted  to  take  only  the  minimal  goods  with  them. 
Provisions  were  rec#ived  only  in  restricted  amounts.     Jews  did 
not  receive  meaty  c#r*al  and  fat  at  all  and  we  sent  packages 
right  away  which  all  fortunately  arrived. 

At  the  same  time  we  received  a  report  that  the  first  Jewish 
deportation  transport  began.   Luckily  our   family  were  not  among 
the  first-    I  will  spare  the  description  of  the  different  parting 
notes  that  we  received  from  our  dear  ones.   Therefore  we  still  did 
not  think  that  the  same  fate  awaited  us.   In  the  meantime,  the 
Qestapp  were  not  idle  here. 

One  day  in  the  summer  of  1:19341,  they  picked  up  all  Jewish- 
looking  men  in  the  streets  of  Amsterdam  and  shipped  them  off  to 
;    Mathausen.  There  these  poor  fellows  worked  in  a  Mercury  mine  in 
the  worst  circumstances  and  their  poor  relatives  received  death 
I    notices  daily. 

1  A  three-day  strike  in  Amsterdam  protesting  this,   unique  in 

1    the  world's  history,   that  people  struck  for  their  oppressed 
1   Jewish  neighbors,  was  put  down  by  the  German  police  and  Gestapo 
in  the  most  brutal  manner  of  the  underworld,  and  many  brave 
Netherlanders  gave  their  lives  since  the  thugs  did  not  look  back 
at  those  they  had  killed. 

We  lived  after  that  with  growing  dread  as  the  Germans  took 
ground  on  all    fronts  and  grew  more  brazen  and  regular  in  their 
appearances  dail^^ 

Our   emigration  papers  came  too  late,   so  that  despite  all  our 
efforts  nothing  availed,  since  the  American  consulate  had  been 
closed  in  the  meantime. 

In  Hay  1942,  our  business  was  closed  even  as  the  other 
Jewish  businesses  had  been  closed  in  l^ovember  1941. 

I  was  able  to  work  as  a  Journey-man  for  a  colleague  to  whom 
we  sent  our  customers.   Max  went  to  work  for  a  farmer  and 
received  for  that   foods  that  were  no  longer  available  on  rations. 
.  In  May  1942,   we  were  also  required  to  wear  a  Jewish  star  on 

the  left  side  of  our  chest  -  a  big,   yellow,   six-pointd  Star  of 
'  David  on  which  was  written  Jood.  Ue  first  had  to  wear  the  Star  on 
Sundays,  and  what  was  the  outcome? 

Leni  came  from  Maastricht  that  morning  and  explained  that 
she  was  greeted  by  all  those  she  passed  — even  strangers.  At  noon 
Max  and  I  went  to  Molff's  in  Geleen  —  who  is  a  cousin  of  Benno 
Wolff's  wife.   Mr.     Wolff  used  to  be  a  CsalesH  representative  of 
the  Roll  man   family  and  Rose  Kohn. 

Our  experience  was  Just  as  Leni  had  told.   We  were  greeted  by 
both  those  we  knew  and  strangers.   When  we  got  on  a  train  or 
trolley  or  bus,  people  stood  to  give  us  seats.   Later,   Jews  were 
only  permitted  to  travel  3km.  and  then  board  only  after  all  the 
others  were  seated. ' 

On  JurMTSO »  t h er e  were  further  new  restrictions.  These 
ordinances  were  so  harsh  that  many  Jews  committed  suicide.   I  will 


\ 


3 


include  on*  of  th#»*  d*cr#*s  which  w#r*  allegedly  given  to  keep 
public  law  and  ordert 

1.  From  8pm  to  6  am  Jews  must 
remain  in  their  houses. 

2.  A  Jew  is  forbidden  to  enter 
private  houses  or  private 
es  t  ab  1  i  shroen  t  s . 

3.  Jews  may  go  into  shops  only 
between  3  and  5  pm. 

4.  Jews  may  not  enter  any  beauty 
or  barber  shop. 

5.  Jews  may  not  travel ,  even  on 
trolleys  or  buses. 

6.  Jews  were  excluded  from  almost 
all  occupations  and 
immediately  dismissed,  etc., 
etc . 

A  few  weeks  later  our  bicycles  were  confiscated,  bicycle 
riding  forbidden  and  one  other  Cwhich  is  that 3  a  Jew  who  was 

found  riding  a  bicycle  would  be  harshly  punished. 

Between  May  and  June  1942,   we  were  required  by  the  Jewish 
Council   in  Amsterdam, the  so-called  official   Jewish  authority,  and 
which  alone  could  act  in  connection  with  the  Dutch  or  German 
administrative  authorities,  to  complete  a  questionnaire  of  no 
less  than  200  questions  and  through  this  list  every  one  knew  if 
you'll  excuse  my  saying  so,  when  anyone  last  went  to  the  toilet. 

Me  were  required  to  return  this  questionnaire  in  person  to 
the  Gestapo  and  that  was  until  that     time,  the  most  nerve- 
wracking  experience  of  my  life,   so  I  was  happy  and  lucky  to  leave 
that  house  again.   The  lists  were  allegedly  filled  out  for 
emigration  purposes,   but  shortly  thereafter  we  were  called  to  the 
Gestapo  and  had  to  offer  tax  scrip  which  had  been  received  for 
the  payment  of  an  exit  tax. 

At  this  time,   I  visited  the  family  of  E.  Klein  for  the  last 
time  and  have  heard  nothing  more  from  them  since. 

In  Nay  1942,  came  the  first  great  English  air  strike  on 
Cologne,  with  1000  bombers.  We  all  counted  on  a  quick  liberation 
but  again  our  hopes  were  false.   A  visitor  to  the  Wolffs  from 
Cologne  saidt   "It  is  no  longer  Cologne-on-Rhine,  rather  Cologne- 
on-Ash . " 

In  July  1942,  the  deportation  of  the  Jews  to  Poland  from 
Holland  began,  and  Reni  Kaufman, the  sister  of  Gerta,  was  in  the 
first  transport. 

On  August  22,  the  notice  arrived  that  Leni  and  Ilse  were  to 
report  to  the  local  police  on  the  25th,  where  the  Jews  assembled 
for  the  trip  by  bus  to  Maastricht,  and  from  there  via  Westerborg 
to  Poland.  It  is  very  hard  for  me  to  write  of  this  even  though  we 
expected  this,  even  all  to  be  sent  together.  Between  the  call-up 
and  assembly,  the  houses  where  these  Jews  lived  were  guarded  by 
the  S.A.     Nevertheless,  many  Jews  took  flight  in  order  to  hide. 

Our  dear  children  proved  themselves  very  strong  and 
courageous,  lessening  the  harshness  of  Jenni's  departure.  Max  and 
I  took  the  children  to  the  Jewish  Community  House.  What  occurred 
CtShere  cannot  be  described  in  words.  Of  the  40  Jews  who  had 


nearly  too  h*avy  for  them  to  lift.  Women  with  children  of  2 
years,   old  men,    invalids,   sat  here;   parents  took  leave  of  their 
children, and  children  bade  farewell   to  their  parents. How  Jenni 
endured  all   this  I  still  do  not  know.   Can   I  explain  to  you  how  it 
feels  (to  see)  children  torn  away  from  their  mothers?  They  w#r* 
the  last  and  only  possession  that  Jenni  still  had.   It  is  now  more 
than  two  and  one  half  years,  yet  we  have  heard  nothing  more  from 
her . 

Hannchen,  Fern  and  Rudi  were  also  deported  in  this  group 
from  Volkenburg.     And  from  there,  too,  we  have  heard  nothing 
more. 

One  day  later,  Max  and  I  received  a  call   for  the  work- 
service  muster. 

An  acquaintance  of  Use  with  whom  we  regrettably  became 
close  too  late,  provided  a  Schuilplatz  for  me.   Z  remained  there 
alone  and  Max  was  at  the  Jewish  Council  in  aeleen,  until  I  was 
hidden  on  Sept.  8,   1942-  Mother's  departure  was  very  hard  on  me, 
since  I  did  not  know  what  further  had  happened  to  the  others. 

Before  the  second  call-up,  many  Jews  were  hidden  by  good 
Dutch.    In  the  mean  time,  the  Germans  arrested  again  all  previous 
officers  and  soldiers  as  POWs  and  because  many  of  these  and  also 
of  those  young  people  who  were  to  be  sent  to  Germany  for  hard 
labor  were  hidden  away,  the  underground  organization  Chad  under 
its  protection]  about  300,000  men  .  CThey3  had  much  work  to  do  in 
order  to  provide  these  people  with  food  ration  cards,  since  it 
was  impossible  to  feed  two  people  with  the  small  amount  of  food 
allotted  to  each  person. 

We  received  for  example,   a  weekly  allottment  of  125  gr .  of 
meat  with  bones,    125  gr ,  butter,   70  gr.   peas,   3  kg.   potatoes,  1 
kg.   bread,   etc.   per  person.   The  ration  cards  needed  for  the  so- 
called  Onder duiker  were  automatically  stolen  by  the  well- 
organized  and  armed  patriots  of  the  various  districts.  Many  were 
also  provided  with  false  identification  from  the  captured  who  had 
been  killed  by  the  N8B.  We,  too,  were  provided  with 
identification  cards. 


Through  the  intervention  of  my  present  landlord,   who  is  an 
agent  by  trade,    I  always  received  reports  from  the  family.   Thus  I 
learned  on  November  3,   1942,  that  the  family  from  Sittard  were 
deported  along  with  many  others.     They  had  the  great  good  fortune 
to  be  taken  into  the  *old  guard'  where  they  were  accountable  to 
Fritz  Gottschalk  and  his  wife  from  Geilenkirchen,  so  that  until 
today,  28  August  1944,   they  remain  at  Westerborg  in  Holland. 

On  the  28th  of  September   1942,    I  received  company,   and  Mr. 
Wolff  from  Geleen,   with  whom  we  were  friends  also  came  here.  Mr. 
Wolff  was  married  to  an  Aryan,  which  was  our  good  fortune. 

On  October  25,   1942,  Geleen  was  heavily  bombarded  through  an 
error  that  others  cannot  explain  to  us.  More  than  100  were  killed 
and  over  500  houses  destroyed.   I  heard  this  the  next  day  and 
thank  God  that  my  own  were  not  killed.  Fortunately, we  had  stored 
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mm  much  clothing  and  lin#n  as  po«sibl#  Just  b#for#  at  Cth«  hous# 

oil  Good  Dutch.  Unfortunately,   the  house  with  the  earthen  floor 
was  also  destroyed  so  that  we  lost  everything  except  a  few 
valuables  which  were  stored  in  the  eel lar . 

On  April    1,    1943,   a  new  regulation  appeared  in  the 
newspapers  ordering  all  Jews  from  all  provinces  to  report  to  the 
Concentration  Camp  at  Vught  on  April  10. 

What  this  meant,  especially  for  Mother,  you  can  well  imagine 
for  yourselves.  Since  she  could  not  bear  such  hardship,  our  house 
doctor  certified  that  she  could  not  be  transported.  The  Gestapo 
did  recognize  such  mercy  and  pity,   so  that  mother  was  sent  away 
with  Gerda  and  Max.     Jenny  was  still  able  to  flee  through  the 
help  of  Good  Dutch  and  so  also  came  to  me. 

In  Sittard,  Max  and  Gerda  were  again  pulled  from  the  car  by 
the  Gestapo  and  brought  to  Maastricht.  Here  women  and  men  were 
already  separated.     In  Maastricht  the  bloodhounds  wanted  to  know 
from  them  where  Jenni  had  hidden.     Naturally,  they  knew  nothing, 
and  so  they  were  released  after  two  days  of  torture  and  had  to  go 
to  Vught  alone,  without  guard,  which  they  did.     This  we  Just 
learned  now.   We  don't  under tand  it,   but  we  hear   from  Mrs. 
Wolff, that  Max  had  always  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  leave 
Mother  alone.   He  could  not  help  her,  however,  since  men  and  women 
were  already  separated  in  Sittard. 

Our  dear  ones  remained  in  Vught  only  a  few  weeks  before 
being  transported  to  Westerborg.  Dear  Mother  had  to  be  taken  to 
the  hospital  there  anyway,  as  she  suffered  a  complete  nervous 
breakdown. 

Here  it  was  our  dear  Mrs.  Wolff  who  supplied  Mother  with  a 
food  parcel.    In  addition  to  this,    in  Vught,   everything — 
«tver^thitig —  except  what  they  wore  was  stolen.   So  there  also  Mrs. 
Wolff  had  to  supply  clothing  for  them  which  was  an  indescribably 
difficult  task  after  three  years  at  war. 

Every  type  of  goods  except  salt,  vi»  and  ata  < trade  names 
for  commodities  of  the  simplest  kind)  were  rationed.     Yard  goods 
were  simply  not  to  be  acquired  at  all. 

On  the  black  market,  there  are  naturally  goods  to  buy,  but 
for  prices  that  are  astronomical,    for  examples 


item 

was 

black  mark.t 

1  kg.  butter 

2.60  fl 

60.~fl 

1  kg.  potatoes 

.08 

1.50 

pkg.  cigarettes 

.25 

10.- 

1  cigar 

.06 

4.- 

paimolive  soap 

.  125 

12.- 

1   kg.  meat 

2." 

30.- 

bicycle  tire 

3.50 

175.- 

1  kg.  coffee 

1.60 

400.- 

1  suit 

63  ■  *" 

1000.- 

In  June  1943, 

many  Dutch 

who  were  by  chance  riding  their 
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bicycles  had  them  confiscated,   and  14  days  later  they  were 
required  to  turn  in  their  radios.   Naturally,   many  radios  were  not 
turned  i n  and  thus  f ol lowed,   much  trouble.   F ortunately,  the 
people  who  sheltered  us  had  A  second  radio  so  that  at  l«A«t  we 
heard  the  English,  American  and  Russian  broadcasts.     During  the 
heaviest  bombings,  when  one  bomb  hit  the  whole  residential 
district,  it  was  forbidden  to  hear  radio  broadcasts,  so  this  was 
done  secretly. 

But  on  Sept.   8,    1943,   at  8:45  pm,   when  Radio  London 
announced  that  Italy  had  surrendered,  all  Holland  knew  two 
minutes  later ! 

As  for  us,   we  had  to  pay  the  people  with  whom  we  were 
hidden.  We  paid  20  florins  a  week,  altogether  a  small  price,  and 
we  sold  our  valuables  which  were  saved  from  the  bombardments. 

A  sporting  companion  from  Berlin,  also  an  old  fighting 
companion  of  DER  had  an  important  position,  and  he  was  able  to 
keep  our  dear  ones  Cat  Westerborg]  until  Sept.  9,    1943,   when  they 
were  deported  to  Poland.    In  December,    1943,   we  received  a  letter 
from  Max  sent    from  Warsaw  through  Mrs.     Wolff,   which  the  poor 
fellow  wrote,   again  needing  warm  clothing  and  food.     Mrs.  Wolff 
was  able,  with  help  from  our  friends  (especially  Noll,  whom  you 
surely  know),  to  send  more  packages.     We  never  received  a  rmtxxYn 
receipt  from  Max. 

Early  Jim.rwxmr'^^   1944,  we  heard  only  that  the  invaders  had 
also  deported  Mother  to    Poland,  and  we  have  also  heard  nothing 
more  of  her. 

Until  now,    late  August,   the  Moses  family  is  still  in 
Westerborg.   Kurt  temporarily  as  a  carpenter   in  Zeist  and  it  is 
also  our   friend  Mrs.  Wolff  who  is  in  correspondence  and  still 
sends  food  packages. 

On  September  8,   I  will  have  been  here  exactly  two  years 
without  setting  foot  in  the  street.   If  someone  had  suggested  this 
to  me  before,,  I  would  have  directly  announced  that  I  could  not 
bear  it,  but  as  you  can  see,  all  things  are  possible. 

Even  my  suit,   which  I  haven't  had  off  my  body  for  two  years 
goes  along  — one  wears  it  shiny.  We  even  live  in  'shining' 
condi  t i  ons. 

I  could  write  thick  books  about  our  lives  her e, although  this 
would  go  too  far  and  I  hope  that  Z  can  explain  this  to  you,  my 
dears,  by  mouth.  We  sleep  much,  read  more,  play  cards  now  and 
then,  and  we  have  learned,  thank  Qod,  to  speak  very  good  Dutch 
and  also  some  writing.  Sadly  we  could  not  learn  English  since  we 
muist  live  very  quietly  and  a  Gestapo  lives  next  door. 

We  live  in  Tegel  en  near  Venjäo;   here  there  is  an  enormous 
airport   for  Western  Europe.   The  airport   is  bombed  now  and  again 
by  American  and  English  planes,   and  when  we     hear  the  whistle  of 
the  4000kg  bombs,   then  you  can  imagine  the  anxiety!   Outside  this, 
all  the  Amrerican  and  English  planes  which  bomb  the  Ruhr  region 
return  ovr  us  and  this  is  espeically  hard  for  Jenni  since  she 
suffered  the  force  of  the  bombing  in  Geleen  on  Oct.   15,   1942,  and 
one  never  forgets  an  experience  like  this  in  a  lifetime. 

It  is  naturally  very  interesting  to  se  when  the  hunters  take 
off  to  pursue  the  bombers  and   fire  upon  them.     But  the  interest 
pales  before  the  danger,  which  is  very  great  since  most  times  a 
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hunter  or  bomber  is  brought  down.  Then,  when  they  fall,  no  stone 
remains  standing  on  another,  and  frequently  houses  have  been 
reduced  to  rubble  in  this  way. 

We  live  with  Catholic  people,  and  during  these  moments  the 
prayers   "beloved  is  Jesus  Christ"  and  "Bhmmm  YisrMil"  are  on  the 
lips  of  each  of  us. 

There  is  good  out  of  this  •vilf  Jenni  frequently  has  trouble 
going  to  a  known  place  (i.e.  defecating).     However,  when  the 
/  Vliers  come  through  it  works  like  a  well-oiled  machine. 

80  we  remain  here  and  wait  with  growing  yearning  for  the 
long-expected  liberation,   and  for  our  dear  ones  from  Poland. 

On  August  23,   Radio  London  reported  that  Paris  had  fallen, 
and  on  the  next  day  we  heard  that  Rumania  had  surrendered  and 
begun  to  fight  with  the  Allies.  On  Sept.   4,  Brussels  was 
liberated  and  on  Sept.  8,  Finland  laid  down  armsp  Also  on  Sept. 
8,  Bulgaria  declared  war  against  Germany.  Here  we  see  only  German 
soldiers  retreating  on  the  roads. 


Our  next  door  neighbors,  dirty  Germans,  ran  out  of  their  house  in 
flight  on  Sept.  4,  at  4  am  after  giving  away  their  entir* 
household. 

We  transformed  our  sadness  into  indescribable  joy  and 
thought  we  would  be  liberated    no  more  than  4  or  5  days  later. 
Sadly,  however,  our  joy  was  too  early. 

My  dears,  the  three  months  September,  October  and 
November  CI 944 D  were  for  all  of  us  the  time  of  greatest  tension 
that  a  person  can  bear.  Now  watching  out  for  the  liberation  was 
not  our  most  pressing  concefm,  but  Russia,   so  that  my  friend 
Wolff  and  I  had  to  be  alert  day  and  night  in  an  unheated  room.  In 
addition  we  got  no  more  fat  to  eat  so  we  have  been  lucky  only  to 
have  rheumatism  in  the  arms  from  this. 

On  Sept.   17,  the  German  railway  officials  suddenly  descended 
seeking  quarters  on  our  right  and  on  our  left?   they  also  asked 
our  landlord  for  shelter,   but  he  was  quick-witted  enough  to  say 
that  he  had  six  children  and  not  even  room  enough  for  them. 
Trains  for  civilians  were  halted  and  we  had  heard  nothing  from 
Mrs.  Wolff  since  Sept.  2nd.  After  Sept. 18th,  we  also  received  no 
electrical  current,  and  Cthis  was3  even  worse  for  us  because  then 
we  could  not  listen  to  the  radio,  and  had  to  depend  on  rumors  to 
know  whether  or  not  Geleen  was  liberated.  Newspapers  appeared  no 
more  since  we  were  cut  off  in  a  sector  of  40-50  kilometers  from 
the  south,  north  and  west,  and  only  the  east  -  Germany  -  was  open 
to  us. 

Later,  there  appeared  a  local  newspaper  in  Venlo  which, 
however,  had  to  be  brought  daily  Cat  great  personal  risk3  since 
all  men  from  the  age  16  to  60  years  were  under  orders  for  hard 
labor.  Since  almost  no  Dutch  men  assembled,  men  were  simply  taken 
from  the  street  to  build  trenches  if  they  had  no  work  permits. 

Besides  this,  a  few  times  a  week,  all  the  male  and  female 
bicyclists  were  simply  grabbed  off  the  streets. 

Suddenly,  a  new  danger  appeared  when  thousands  of  Polish, 
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Russian,  Ukranian  and  German  m*n  and  wom»n  cam*  h«re  to  build 
fortifications  and  were  in  part  billeted  in  private  houses. 
Here,   too,   we  got  away  lightly. 

Venlo  was  heavily  bombarded  on  October  2ath  and  29th,  with 
the  result  that  we  were  without  water   for  a  few  days.   The  German 
police  and  German  Administrative  Authority  including  the  Party 
had  complete  power  after  Nov.   11th,  since  all  the  good 
Netherlander  among  the  City  and  Railway  officials,  including  the 
mayor  and  police  disappeared,  so  a  network  had  to  be  called  into 
life  which  could  warn  all  those  in  hiding  against  a  possible 
raid.   Thanks  to  cooperation,    it  all   went   like  clock  work. 
Everyone  knew  something  was  up  almost  before  it  began.   There  were 
also,  naturally,  many  false  alarms,   so  that  on  Nov.     2nd  when  the 
first  real  raid  took  place  it  was  a  great  failure  for  the 
Germans. 

We  also  had  a  separate  hiding  place  in  our  house,  which 
placed  us  literally  over  the  heads  of  the  Germans  when  they  came. 
After  4  hours  the  raid  was  over  and  we  outsmarted  the  criminals, 
thank  God,   this  time.     On  Nov.   4th,   Venlo  again  was  bombarded 
very  heavily  so  that  the  inner  city  lay  in  dust  and  ashes  and  the 
newspaper  could  no  longer  appear. 

In  the  mean  time,   the  Allied  broadcasts  from  Eindhoven  went 
into  operation.  Two  Dutch  patriots  made  the  broadcasts  middays 
and  evenings  under  the  name  of  8no#ki  so  that  we  were  again  able 
to  follow  the  progress  on  the  fronts.  We  heard  that  the  Americans 
had  freed  the  provinces  of  Zeeland  and  North  Brabant  from  the 
enemy.  When  the  Islands  of  Walchun  and  Zuid  Burland,  which 
guarded  the  port  of  Antwerp  were  finally  in  Allied  hands,   we  knew 
that  our   freedom  would  soon  arrive,   but  our  patience  was  being 
well   tested.   By  the  way,   at  this  time,   two  patriots  went   into  a 
hotel  where  the  Germans  were  quartered  {mit  einem  kleinen  Pfil« 
Apar.>  with  a  small  recording  device.  They  used  current  from 
Germany. 

On  Nov.  iOth  there  was  another  raid  which  lasted  12  hours. 

We  survived  this,  too. 

The  German  party  bigwigs  in  their  yellow  uniforms  were  very 
numerous  and  no  factory  or  business,   even  the  smallest,  was 
spared  their  visitj   all,   absolutely  all,   was  stolen  1  egal 1 yCsic 3- 
-  through  proclamation,  decrees,  etc.     Horses,  cows,  cars, 
equipment,  machinery,    food,  rugs,  curtains  -everything-abaslytjjiy 
ftyt>iy$.ili£lfl  -these  pigs  took.     Ironically,  if  we  left  it""here,  it 
would  surely  be  bombed  by  the  Americans  or  English  and  we  can  use 
these  things  well! 

The  German  family  that  lived  next  door  to  us  also  came  back 
a  few  days  later  with  a  huge  furniture  truck  and  took  back  all 
they  had  given  away.     The  woman  even  brought  a  list  so  that 
nothing  was  forgottten.  We  all  hoped  that   for  these  barbarians 
all  Germany  will  be  bombed  out. 

Naturally,  we  could  no  longer  receive  ration  cards  from  our 
friend  Mrs.  Wolff,  but  this  difficulty  also  passed  quickly  since 
the  director  of  the  distribution  gave  us  our  entitlement 
regularly.  Our  rations  were  reduced  from  week  to  week  and  finally 
we  received  only  3/4  of  a  loaf  of  bread  each  week  on  this 
certificate.     Potatoes  disappeared  14  days  ago.  Then  the  farmers 
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whose  land  lay  directly  on  the  Maas  were  evacuated  and  all  their 
potatoes  confiscated  by  the  Germans.     Our  horde  is  already  long 
exhausted  and  we  received  50  kg  from  close  acquaintances.   If  we 
are  not  freed  by  Cthe  time  these  are  used  up3  we  do  not  know  what 
we  will  do. 

For  us  men,   the  most  difficult   is  that  we  have  nothing  to 
smoke,   and  nei ther  with  money  nor  good  words ,   coul d  c i gar et t es  or 
cigars  be  procured.   A  good  neighbor  -  a  non-smoker  -  had  saved  up 
a  few  smokes  and  from  him  we  received  rookertjes  and  when  his 
supply  was  exhausted,  he  supplied  us  with  tobacco  leaves  from  his 
garden.   In  order  to  smoke  one  cigarette  we  need  10      12  matches 
and  the  taste  "stank  us  out  of  house  and  home  <  *er  erreichte  den 
Hof  mit  Mich  und  not.'!."* 

During  the  night  of  November   12-13, there  was  a  terrible  din 
of  soldier   f i 1  led  cars  coming  and  going  on  our  street , and  we  saw 
in  the  morning  that  the  soldiers  were  setting  up  a  battery  of 
field  and  anti-aircraft  artillery  behind  our  house  on  a  hockey 
field.     Twenty  four  hours  later  the  first  salvo  of  the  8.8 
cannons  thundered.   It  was  a  hullaballoo  as  i f  the  world  would 
end,  and  our  house  shook  in  its  path.  At  first  the  soldiers  only 
fired  at  airplanes,  but  later  also  to  the  front.  The  Allied 
offensive  had  begun  on  ^k>v, 16th,  and  since  the  middle  of  October 
we  had  been  able  to  see  the  beacons  of  the  Allied  forces  across 
the  sky-      In  the  house  next  to  us,   where  the  Germans  lived 
earlier,   the  staff  of  the  battery  made  its  nest  and  the  telephone 
circuits  for  them  were  laid  in  our  garden.   Also,   al 1  our 
furnishings  had  been  moved  into  the  cellar  in  the  mean  time,  and 
we  knew  that  we  needed  Cto  do]  his  when  there  was  an  artillery 
battle  on  Nov.     17th  that  lasted  from  8i IS  pm  to  10i45  pm.  There 
was  no  thought  of  sleeping  that  night.  Our  first  work  of  the  next 
day  was  to  move  the  beds  into  the  cellar,  and  since  that  night  we 
have  been  living  in  the  cellar  — sleeping  and  eating  in  the 
cellar,   and  except    for  grabbing  some   fresh  air  or  using  the  wc  we 
stayed  in  the  cellar  all   the  time.     Only  my  friend  Wolff  and  I 
exchange  places  every  two  hours,  since  someone  always  has  to  be 
upstairs  on  the  lookout  for  any  possbile  raids.     Here  one  needn't 
speak  of  the  proverbial  "Jewish  fear"  and  my  friend  Wolff, 
especially,  since  he  never  played  any  sport  except  C.,H«<?>, 
proved  to  be  a  man. 

Only  our  landlord  had  too  much  fear  of  the  fire  bombs  to 
come  out  of  the  cellar-     Note  well   that  our  hiding  place  during 
raids  lay  between  the  rafters  and  the  wood  ceiling  so  that  when 
grenades  fly  over  us  and  explode  around  us  we  often  have  the 
feeling  that  the  house  is  going  to  collapse  because  of  the  air 
pressure  and  we  will  be  buried  in  the  rubble.     As  soon  as  the 
raid  is  over,  when  we  come  out  of  the  hiding  places,  the  first 
thing  we  do  is  thank  our  God  that  we  have  survived  again. 

On  the  21st  in  the  afternoon  about  ITslSCi.e.  SalSpm),  a 
sergeant  came  to  us  demanding  billeting  for  himself  and  three 
men.    "If  you  don't  give  us  the  room  as  requested,   then  we  will 
take  the  whole  house,"  —  that  was  his  opening  remark.  The 
soldiers  began  to  take  over  immediately  and  after  a     half  hour 
they  were  in  place  and  immediately  began  to  lay  telephone  wires, 
when  the  order  came  "We  withdraw!"  By  I7i45  (i.e.  5i45pm>  we  were 
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agai n  our  own  masters  i n  our  own  house.   A  sol di er  sai d  to  the 
landlord:    "Be  happy  that  we  retreat ,   since  otherwise  ill  would 
have  come  here. The  Allies  fire  heavily.   This  is  the  sixth  time  in 
14  days  that  as  soon  as  w*  hmvit  set  up  th#  artillery  we  h«v#  had 
to  retreat  further." 

"     And  that  that  soldier  was  absolutely  correct  was  proven  to 
us  personally  the  next  day.  On  Nov.  21st  the  battery  was  gone.  Me 
breathed  freely. The  restoration  of  quiet  was  the  best  medicine 
for  our  nerves.   Nov-     22nd  was  a  f i ne  November  day.   The  r ai n 
clouds  hung  low.   Neither  airplanes  nor  clearing  were  in  the  air- 
It  was  all  quiet.   The  front  was  still  4km  across  the  Maas.   At  8 
that  evening,   Just  as  we  were  ready  to  go  to  bed  (since  we  had  no 
electric  light  and  had  to  use  short  candles  and  torches  we  went 
to  sleep  with  the  chicken«),  the  house  shook  iirfien  a  bomb  must 
have  landed  a  short  distance  from  us.  Three  or  four  seconds 
later,  a  new  explosion  came  and  we  heard  the  crash  of  roof  and 
chime  of  breaking  glass.     Each  one  of  us  pleaded  with  God  for 
hel p  in  most  despar at e  f ashi on .   No  one  knew  how  much  damage  had 
been  done  and  no  one  had  the  courage  to  go  i nto  the  street •  Only 
an  hour  later  did  we  go  through  the  house  —  often  walking  on 
shards  of  glass.     Ue  could  not  light  a  light  since  our  blackout 
shades  were  blown  away.  The  next  morning  we  saw  the  destruction. 
The  house  immediately  to  the  left  of  ours  had  sustained  a  direct 
hit  with  a  bomb  which  had    left  a  crater  to  the  depth  of  the 
first  storey.     The  street  in  front  of  us  and  our  neighbor 
opposite  also  had  been  hit.   Behind  us,    less  than  2  meters  from 
the  pi ace  where  just  the  day  before  the  cannons  had  stood ,  a 
bul 1 s-eye  hit  left   its  mark  at  the  former  munitions  storage  for 
this  cannon.   A  miracle?  Uho  knows.  Our  lives  lay  in  Qod's  hand 
who  cared  for  and  protected  us. 

We  have  become  Lresi dents  of]  no-man's  land;  since  Nov. 
23rd  Allied  and  German  artillery  shells  fly  back  and  forth  over 
us.  Ue  hear  the  firing  and  the  explosions,  and  in  between,  the 
flight  of  the  rockets. 

Since  the  23rd   Cthe  Allies]  reached  the  Maas,    1   km  behind 
us^   and  since  the  24th,   they  reached  the  Maas  at  Venlo,  4km  away 
from  us-   How  much  longer  we  still   have  to  wait   for  our 
liberation,   we  still  watch.     I  am  writing  this  letter  on  Nov.  29 
and  will,  with  Qod's  help,   finish  at  home. 

The  party  bigwigs  and  railroaders  are  gone  since  yesterday. 
Today  the  soldiers  have  been  busy  stealing  the  switches  and  other 
railroad  equipment  and  we  are  still  bound  hand  and  foot. 

Although  we  often  planned  to  flee  behind  the  lines  to  our 
house,  no  one  will   take  the  risk  now. 

I   forgot  to  mention  that  on  Nov.     23rd  our  hair  was  barbered 
for  the  first  time  in  two  years  and  three  months, and  this,  too, 
was  a  great  Joy  for  us.  Now  I  appear  human  again  and  if  the 
Allies  come  quickly,  then  we  can  at  least  travel  the  SO  km  to 
Geleen  without  attracting  attention. 

An  electrician,  a  friend  of  the  family,  showed  us  on  Nov. 
23rd  that  we  can  indeed  receive  radio  broadcasts,  since  i f  we 
connect  a  few  wires  in  the  electrical   box,   the  current,  intended 
for   the  German  soldiers,    flows   from  Kaldenkirchen-     We,  too, 
Cnow]  hear  radio  with  German  current.  Can  you  think  of  anything 
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better?  Since  Nov.    17th,   we  have  not  b»*n  out  of  our  cloth#s 
night  or  day,  since  we  must  expect  a  raid  at  any  moment.  Our  ovwi 
grocery  hordes  were  exhausted  in  mid-8ept*mb*r . 
eat  enough  to  live  of  dried  bread  and  "Moses-soup"  —  dr^wn  out 
Of  the  water.     Apple  butter  spread  very  thin  is  a  treat  for  us. 
Dear  Jenni  traded  two  bed  sheets  for  1-1/2  kg  of  bacon. 
^         ^  ^^^^  endured  since  mid-September  is  not  be 

-T?*"!!  1  landlord  has  been  made  3/4  crazy  through 

all  this  and  cannot  be  dealt  with  any  more.   The  excitement  of 
raids,  billeting  and  possible  evacuation  is  not  to  be  described. 
Everyone  is  completely  unnnerved  and  even  sick.  Just  believe  me. 
that   I  do  not  exaggerate,  the  nak*d  truth  is  much  worse  than  all 
our  loss  is  great. 

f?*^"«^"**'    ^  continue  my  report.   We  still   remain  under 
the  yoke  of  the  Germans  and  our  lives  grow  more  unbearable  day  by 
day.  For  all  our  sustenance  we  have  received  since  Nov.  27th 
only  half  a  bread  per  person  per  week.  We  get  potatoes  now  and 
then  from  friends  who  are  depleting  their  own  stores.   In  addition 
we  are  bombarded  daily  by  the  English  and  our  fears  grow  over  our 

dai  in'^M^f  r'^'^'r  f^-^^-y'  Nov.  24th,  w*  had  a  peaceful 

day  on  whi..h  we  heard  no  more  bombs  and  already  believed  that  the 

S^r.-in"?    i        SSf?**  ••ctor,  and  we  found  new  courage. 

Saturday,  Nov.  25th  was  also  quiet  in  the  morning.     We  were  all 
aDove        that  is  one  the  ground  floor.   Suddenly  at  ll:40Cam3 
there  began  great  explosions:  one,  another  one,   and  again  and 
rJfirin'^"**'         ""b^li^^^ble  noise.     We  dropped  to  the  floor  and 

returned'^J.^ii  ^'^^^'^  *  «inutes,  we 

returned  to  the  ground  floor  where  a  frightening  sight  greeted 

our  eyes.  A  bomb  had  landed  right  in  front  of  our  house  and  had 

bored  a  deep  hole  in  the  street.  Three  steps  away  from  us  lay  a 

teamster  and  his  horse,  dead,  torn  by  shrapnel. 

-»,H^-.^*"u'i*f"  1*^*  another  corpse,  half  of  whose 

abdomen  had  been  torn  away  by  shrapnel.   Naturally  all  the  houses 

r«;?n2?-H*''*,.u''rr         ^^^^  damaged,   but  this  destruction  is  nothing 
compared  with  the  loss  of  life.  At  the  home  of  a  good  friend  of 
ours,  a  bomb  exploded  in  the  kitchen  where  the  house  wife  was 
just  working;   when  her  son  saw  the  exterior  walls  collapsing,  he 
threw  her  to  the  floor,   laid  a  chair  over  the  poor  old  lady?  and 
pulled  her  that  way  under  the  rubble.  Only  through  God's  harid 
thJ^r  »»cap^d  with  Just  a  few  skin  wounds.    I  know  one 

2Sih     slnil  ihTn  u**''    ^  "^^^»^   ^-^^^et  this  November 

^pth.  Since  that  day  there  have  been  many  rumors.  Different 

villages  around  us  have  been  orderd  by  the  Nazis  to  evacuate. 
Since  most  of  people  are  searching  for  their  safety  in  flight 
fh?«  t^H  t  ^'^T        Tegelen.  Naturally,  the  Nazis  heard  about 

this  and  between  Nov.  27th  and  29th  more  than  300  8S  were  here 

?  l!°r**r  ■I!*'  ^'••"•PO'^t^d  to  Germany.   Our  nerves 

hThV?  tested  by  this  and  we  thank  God  that  the  louts 

did  not  find  us.   So  it  went   from  week  to  week.   On  December  23rd 
we  received  the  order  that  we  must  evacuate.   We  had  1-1/2  hours 
u  w?*^     everything  up.   Everyone  made  preparations.  My  friend 
Wolff  and  I  were  still  not  going  to  leave,  and  made  a  hole  under 
the  floor  where  there  was  no  cellar,  and  stowed  all  the  food  we 


8 


\ 


V 


had  there.   The  greatest  problem  was  naturally  water.   The  water 
suppply  had  stopped  and  water  had  to  be  brought  by  acquaintances 
from  the  pump.   So  we  filled  bottles  with  water  and  stowed  these 
too,    in  our  hiding  place.   By  three  o'clock,   we  still  heard 
nothing.     Finally  at  5pm  the  report  came  that  the  evacuation  was 
delayed  14  days.     What  this  meant  to  us  you  cannot  imagine.  Me 
said  that  with  time  all  would  be  won. 

On  Christmasy  we  stayed  in  the  cellar.  The  same  day  we  had 
made  slaw  from  sugar  beets  so  we  had  something  to  put  on  our 
bread  for  Christmas  Day. 

In  the  first  week  of  January,    1945,   90  infants  died  of 
malnutrition.   On  Jan.   4th,   Venlo  had  to  evacuate  officially  and 
Tegelen  in  a  few  days.     Luckily,   the  evacuation  of  Tegelen  was 
only  rumored.  On  Jan.     16th,  we  heard  that  an  Allied  offensive 
had  begun  near  Littard  Csic>  C»8ittard3  and  we  found  courage 
again  that  only  a  few  days  were  required  before  we  would  be 
liberated.     How  great  was  our  disappointment  when  we  heard  that 
the  troops  were  still  laying  outside  Roermond  and  again  we  would 
not  be  liberated.    Thus  there  were  two  raids  the  next  day  —  at  10 
in  the  morning  and  in  the  evening  at  6.     We  Just  sat  down  for  the 
evening  meal   — we  had  whole  potatoes  and  carrots  for  the  first 
time  -  a  holiday  meal   for  us  —  when  there  was  a  knock  at  the 
door  and  the  command  called: "Open  at  once!"  Molff  and  I  ran  up 
the  stairs  without  hesitation  and  had  to  climb  over  the  rafters 
in  the  dark  to  reach  our  hiding  place,  creeping  on  hands  and 
feet.  But  with  God^s  help,  we  came  out  well  again  this  time. 

On  Jan.   23rd  the  green  police  came  and  searched  behind  sofas 
and  draperies.   Here  too,   there  was  a  lo  lanu  Chebrew  =  not 
for  us3for  us.   On  Feb.      9th  at    10:30  in  the  morning,    50G  green 
police  ordered  the  evacuation  of  the  center  of  Tegelen  in  an 
hour.   But  the  evacuation  was  also  delayed  until  February  11th.  At 
10  o'clock,   150  of  these  bloodhounds  came  and  drove  people  out  of 
their  houses.  Of  the  1000  men  they  arrested,  they  took  390  to 
Kaldenkirchen  from  where  they  luckily  could  be  transported  no 
further,  since  the  Allies  had  bombarded  trains  and  stations  so 
the  poor   fellows  could  stay  there  until   they  were  liberated. 

On  February  22nd  we  received  4  more  people  Cin  our  housed 
who  had  to  flee  the  Germans  from  a  neighboring  village, 
these  people  had  hidden  underground  for   10  days  but  could  not 
bear  it  any  longer,  and  so  also  had  to  be  helped.  Fortunately, 
they  brought  some  food  with  them,  so  we  were  helped  again. 

On  Feb.  2eth,   ,a  good  report  came  again  after  a  long  time, 
and  Cit3  was  that  the  evacuation  was  cancelled  and  some  people 
were  already  returning  from  Kaldenkirchen.   On  the  same  evening, we 
heard  that  Amer  ic an  armored  troops  were  i  n  Kaldenki  r chen  and 
thrusting  toward  Venlo.    This  report   was  unvbel i evabl e  to  us  and 
we  put  no  trust  in  it.   Nevertheless,  a  friend  came  a  few  hours 
later  and  confirmed  the  rumor. 

My  dears  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  is  still  to  come.  We 
cry  with  Joy  and  cannot  believe  that  we  can  still  be  alive  after 
this  wait  and  all  these  hardships.  We  believed  it  first  when  we 
saw  two  trucks  of  American  soldiers  on  Friday  morning.  The 
village  was  immediately  festive,   everything  draped  in  bunting  and 
we  went  out  into  the  street  again  for  the  first  time  as  free  men. 
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Now  w#  w«nt#d  to  go  hom#  mm  quickly  as  possbile,  although  no 
car  or  oth#r  mean«  of  transportation  was  to  be  had.  IJe  wanted  to 
go  on  foot  on  Sunday  morning.  At  4  o'clock  on  Saturday  afternoon 
the  bell  rang  and  a  friend  of  the  Jeweler  P.  van  der  Klei  stood 
at  the  door  with  a  friend  who  came  to  pick  us  up  in  his  car«  You 
can  imagine  our  Joy  that  we  would  be  able  to  reach  our  house  so 
quickly. 

On  the  trip  from  Tegelen  to  Geleen  we  received  a  small  picture  of 
modern  war.  Bridges  blown  up,  houses  and  churches  destroyed  in 
desolate  villages.   In  Geleen,   luckily  nothing  had  occurred  and 
you  can  imagine  the  feelings  of  Mrs.  Wolff.  She  had  not  seen  her 
husband  in  2-1/2  years. 

After  a  long  time,   we  slept  again  in  fresh-made  beds,  got 
pure  coffee  and  proper  tea  and  sat  again  at  a    set  table,  all  of 
which  seemed  a  fairy-tale  to  us. 

Someone  had  hung  a  placard  on  our  store  window  on  the  day  of 
our  liberation  which  readi  *'Here  was  the  Baum  butcher  shop."  This 
notice  appeared  in  various  newspapers  and  was  broadcast  on 
English  radio.  Jull.     Gottschalk  heard  this  and  wrote  to  us  at 
our  old  address.   We  found  this  letter  when  we  returned,   but  it 
must  have  waited  for  us  for   five  months.   As  you  have  read  from 
our  letters  in  the  meantime,  we  still  have  not  been  able  to  re- 
open the  store. 

We  also  had  the  great  good  fortune  that  we  could  retrieve 
most  of  our  things  which  had  been  hidden  away  with  friends  —  the 
greater  part  of  the  linen  and  household  goods  included. 

All  the  Jewish  households  were  plundered  by  the  Germans  and 
the  goods  sent  to  Germany.  We  could  recover  none  of  this. 

After  the  occupation  troops  who  were  in  our  house  withdrew, 
we  were  able  to  move  in  on  March  15th.   The  house  was  redone  from 
attic  to  basement  at  our  expense. 

We  received  furniture  for  the  kitchen,   living  room  and  one 
bedroom  from  the  local  organization.  The  furniture  was  temporary 
and  had  to  be  returned  after  a  few  weeks.     We  were  lucky  that 
when  our  dear  ones  return  from  Poland,  they  will  find  their  own 
homes.  We  hope  and  know  that  you,  my  dear  ones,  will  help  us 
financially  since  our  capital  is  used  up  as  we  have  already 
wr i  t ten. 

In  hope  of  soon  receiving  mail    from  you  personally  I  close 
for  today  with  best  wishes  and  kisses  for  all  of  you. 

Yours, 
Karl 

P.S.  Send  this  letter  to  Albert,  since  we  cannot  reach  him.  By 
the  way,    I  forgot  an  important  matter.  Can  you,  dear  Benno,  send 
me  some  cigarettes?    My  best  thanks  in  advance  — 


Tegelen,  2^.    Ai^.  i9 .44 

Meine  Lieben; 

^Feute 


j  .       erspart  geblieoen. 

-ch  die  Ib.  <nnj7  immer  au8gelacht,äa  wir  an  i J^J_,UjS!wA iSwitt J ' /P^ 
«roerl.  nie  gl^jjbten .Aber  ersten»  ke-  es  «näers;S?eiteril£  wir  dachten  una  ."^rei- 
t.ag  den  lo .  .^ei  i^JAc  v/erden  wir.oie.in  unserem  Leben  vergessen.  ' 

^V^  '-?^  sa^te:;f!ort  ihr  nicht  die  Explosionen  und  .<Jie  SchilöB*t^j^.i|«  k|um  da£ 
£ein?übur^€r  "sagten  v/ir  drehten  uns  um  :jnd  schliefen  weitei*.EinehalWÖÄär 
Frjter  horten  wir  Jedoch  sehr  niedrig  fliegende  Flugzeuge.  'Vir  sprangen  aus  den 
^etten  und  £ a hen  an  den  /lugzeugen  das  Hakenkreuz .Nun  v/ussten  wir  Nederl .  ist  von 
i^eutschl.  ub-rfsllen  '7orden  .-ir  zogen  uns  schnell  an  rannten  aui  die  Strasse  und 
hcr.-n  dann  von  Bekannten, das s  die  ersten  Deutsch.  Tanks  u.  Panzer  über  den  Rei  -ks- 
V.'-,:  nach  Uaastricnt  rollten  .Ein  paar  IvUnuten  spater  kamen  aus  allen  Strassen  u. 
-asscn  radfahrencG  Deutsche  Soldaten  mit  aufgef lanztem  Seitengewehr  u.  rland. ranaten 

cppel  an.Venn  ich  an  diesen  Aoj-h-frk  zurück  denke, lauf t-ls  mir  kalt  u.  heiss 
aen  -iuckwn  herrunter. 

^mn  .^nr^  y.^^*^^^^  hier  ansassigen  Deutsch,  empfingen  die  Sold4*«n  mit  grossem  Jubel 
ana  ^ir  hatten  naturlicn  ^ng8t,das8  diese  Auslandsdeutsche  uns  Juden  an  den  Solda- 
co^iHrp^fl"  wurden  .Die  Ib.  JennJ  wollte, dass  wir  Jungens         Fahrrader  fluchten  ' 
seilten  .bott  sei  denk  ging  es  aber  nicht  inehr,denn  dass,  waFdie  Fluchtlin^re, 

-•c'  'c^^'vif^-rp.^^SJ;!!!:  ^I^gj^^'^^^j  haben, da  sie  zwischen  2  Fronten  zu  liegen  kamen, 
£?iL£t  m  i^jchem  nicht  zu  beschreiben,. 

•  -u  ^'^^  Borgens  kamFaml.  Moses  einschl.  Hund  zu  uns  und  dachten 

bei  uns  sicherer  zu  sein  als  in  Sittard, da  Sittsrd  sofort  ?ls  inilitaricher  Ver- 
E^.inrnelplatz  von  den  Deutschen  iusgesucht  war  und  durch  CittarüjTa^^  u.  Nacht  die 
-rt-f.  zogen.  ^Faml.  Moses  blieb  dann  auch  die-^«t»en  6  fegenbei  uns. 

il  -'"'"         '-'^IL-^iitllJLb  .  Eltern  noch  nichts' und  deshalb  schi-'-*- 
'^.i-  Ib.  Ilse^zu  lhnen_uffl_2u  hoS^en7wIe.,4ie  l-b.  EXtftrn  den  Suste.nd  ansp-hen. 


-x.     u.      =         x:uirTr._um_^u  noT'en,wie---ö:te  1-b.  ELtftm  den  Suste.nd  ansahen, 
xü.  VaLer  sei.  sasf.v/ie  i-mer  mit  seiner  Zigari^e  am  FeJi^«lP^-iniö^«iauc»..*u^ 
fieiAcn  ^naxöser  Tanxis , Panzer  u .Autos  herrab.Me  die  Ib.  Ilse  nun  dem  Ito.VafSFsT* 


A     i ^  sei •  sag te» dass  seien  i^ULscne  üolUateri  wollte  der  Ib,  gute  alte  Mann  dies 
nicht  glauben.  Es  war  aber  auch  fur  unsem  Ib.  Vater  sei.  der  ja  wie  Ihr  alle 

wisst  ein  ioo/o  Llilitarist  gewesen  ist  unglaublich, da  die  Verbrecher  ihre  Panzer 
u.  Autos  mit  oranje  Tucher  bespannt  hatten  so  da|^s  ein  Jeder  ^lÄubt«  uiit  nederl. 
^üla&ten  zu  tun  zu  naber..  Aubberdem  natten  die  ii^ldaten  Plakaten    mit  der  Aufschrft- 
1  ,^Ioll^'iäer  echiftSBt  nicht  Wir  sind  eure  Freunde  vor  ihre  Autos  u.  Panzer  gespannt. 
Um  io  Uhr  kam  d;nn  der  Ib.  sei,  zu  uns  und  war  sprachlos  Faml,  Moses  bei  uns 
zi  sehen.  Keiner  hatte  Lust  zu  arbeiten  bis  d?«s  der  Ib  Vater  sei  sagte;, 
Ihr  seit  I»Teschugge  tut  euer  Pflicht  u.  Arbeitet  wie  aonat  u.  la^st  alles  an  eucn 
y|    nerran  kommen 'i 

"achdem  sich  die  Menschen  vom  ersten  Schrecken  erholt  hatten, kam  der  uberall  so 


bekar:nte  nüchterne  Ne^derlander  zum  Vorschein  nnd  die  grosse  Ilamaterei  begann. 
Lin  j*der  kaufte  v/as  zu  ''?nfen  war  u.  in  ein  paar  Stunden  dieses  Tages  hatten  v;ir 
eine  Kasse  die  sonst  «iner  Wocheneinnahme  gleich  ?tand.  Ob  wir  wollt-en  oder  nicht 
wir  mussten  schwer  arbeiten  um  iille  Anforderungen  görecht  au  werden^nnd  ihr  könnt 
c*^  d*r*uf  verl?88en,wir  echplideÄen  das  Eisen  so  lans:  efi  warm  v/ar. 

Samstags  iErgene  um  B  Uhr   v/aren  unser»  ersten  Kunden  5  l»1bffen  -  -^t*-» 
se""  r:^ii*«n  «11      was  pI*  sah^n .Ei?>er  sagte:,  V/as  habt  Ihr  nich  viel  F'*eibch 

'-SO  ''tw'-    .ibt  beiuns  gar  nicht  m*hr."  Die  Geschäfte  wurden  nicht  nur' 
von  der  Bevölkerung  sondern  «uch  von  den  Soldaten  b*«|4rjati*»»ßi*  Soldaten  erhielten  ,  . 

extra  Geld  sog .R*"^c'  rkreditkas8enscheine .    -  «ocM«^^' 

Abend  g^^^n  7  Uhr  b»^-»"'«-  ""'ir  unser  erstes (Luftgefi«cjt  zwiifchen  franzosichen  u.  -  ijju»^^ 
deutschien  Jagepi  zu  «ehen.  Zum  Gluck  entstaiid-iceln- Scha-den  .  '  cum* 

""^'"'SaSörtags  i^pjj-^s  hoxf^Mu  wir  von  f?4in#«rii^|indfn,d»B 
aus  Geleen  von  den  Deute^lnen  verhaftet  sei  .TTun  rtm^  Llebwi  könnt  Ihr  Euch  ja 
vorstellen  v/ie  es  uns  zu  Mute  war, Jeden  Augenblflp;  dachten- wir,  Jetjst  sind  wir 
an  der  •^'ei'"*  .  "r!«'^  T-r-   wur'*  uns  jedoch  gesagt  ,'däsB  de"^  ür-^rr?  **'ieder  frei  sei. 
LelbiJ?-r  v/ar  beschuldigt  gesagt  zu  ha.ben:tjeder  Deutsch.  Soldat  der  meinen  Laden 
betritt  wird  von  mir  vergif tigV' *Der  Deutsch.  Offiezier  d«r  den  Juden  verhörte, 
i?ab  zu  verstehen:  ,£r  «l^w^bte  d«#f»ft  Reaer»ien  nichfund  so  kam  der  Herr  wieder  frei. 

Spater  horten  wir,5*ee  nach  dem  Einfall  der  Deutschen  in  Holland 
ansässige. Deutsche  einsc^il .  Juden  von  den  holld ,  Behörden  verhaftet  wurden.  Die 
Ib.  Leni  hatt  auch  2  T-ge    fest  gesessen.  Juli.  Gottsphalk  m.  Feeu  5  Tage  aber 
rlle  wurden  nach  der  Kapietalulation  Hollands  in  Freiheit  t;e6tellt. 

?^  ach  einigen  '.Vochen  durfte  kein  I.Ietzger  mehr  Schweine  selbst  sclilacfc' 
uiiG  'ATirden  dieselben  in  Sittard  geschlachtet  u,  prozentuf.l  verteilt  .Rindfleisch 
u.  K:-ibreisch  war  noch  frei  u.  konnten  wir  diese  selbst  beim  Bauern  einkaufen. 
'.Vir  schlachteten  pro  V/oche  i' Stuck  Grolisvich  u,  k/ö  lieber  imd  »^ar  dies  fur  die 
xb.  b4.tem  eine  l/e sondere  i'reude,weil  es  so  viel  a«  Bauciteia  «rinerte .Leider  ipuiieten 
wir  ganz  anders  arbeiten  wie  unsere  arischen  Kollegen.  Diese  arbeiteten  Blockvmrst, 
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Blockwuret  »Rauchfleisch,  Speck,  Schinken  u.  Fett  auf  Vorrafi.V/ir  jedoch  muss  ten 
alles  schnell  zu  81(3  machen  da  v/irjede  Woche  udi  einer  <Ä£aäütaitthliehsung  reclinen 
muhste^t  Spater  w^ren  nur  noch  Schafe  frei  und  schlachteten  wir  8/io  stuck  per 
Woche  biß  die  ganze  Fieischversorgung  auch  alle  andere  Lebensmittel  auf  Katten  kam. 

Am  vierten  Samstag  dw?  Besetzung  erschien  Nachmitta^ü  der  Laden  ttand  voller 
-anden  ein^terof  z .  mit  einem  Soldaten.  In  dem  Euch  ja' bekannten  Ton  frugxer  Llax:' 
,Sind  sie  der  Inhaber"; dann  lesen  sie  sich  diesa£  Sclireiben  mal  durchV 
Es  war  ein  Varbot  fur:die  uautsche  Äehnn&cht  u.«  bei  Juden  zu  kaufeü.Ein  Schilei 
welches  er  bei  sich  hätte  mifder  Auf  schrifti ;  Jüdisches  Geschäft"  musste  I.lax  in 
seinem^ Beiseln  aufhangen.  Die  Kunden  im  Laden  begonnen  laut  zu  lachen  und  auf  die 
rotmoffenidreckige  Deutsche)  zu  scnirapf en .Ein  Jeder  las  das  Plakat  im  Fenster 
und  der  Knalleffekt  war  der,dassa  alle  Judischen. Geschäften  so  viel  zu  tun  er- 
hielten wie  nie  zu  voi*>lle  Miesigkeiten  die  wip  glaupten  in  Deutschi,  hinter  uns 
gelassen  zu  haben  begönnen  nun  von  voma .  SäncaftnbcSBX 

An  einem  Preitaf  im  Dez.  belqioi&an  wir  Besuch  von  2  Herreh  im  Auto  .Zufall i 
war  %ch  «U^in  ia  ftaOjm  u?^  at-iiit«ri  «ich  vnr  vAh  der  ZollfandonKStälld  frühen? 
•  ob  ic^  dar  Inhaber  a[|  und  ^aum  hiesse."  Das  mir  im  Augenblick  die  3uxse  mit 
GrOnfliis  gin^  könnt ;^?jBp,  Euch  Ja.  meine  Lieben  vorstellen.  Ich  sagte  der  Ib.  JennJ 
M.  dem  Ib.  Max  besche^^d  und  gixig  mit  den  Herren  iP^oovem  nach  oben.      ^-  , 
Sie  Begrussung  i^ar; ;  He^^,,^*mn  ich  verlange  von  Ihnen.,AAtwo^li  -1^ 
u.kann  Ich  sie  cn-r^T.+  ^^^r.>.a<f>^^^;r^tF^^^  ^T* rmi  niB'yTi*!'''*^  minrr-iriinil 
aaben  -iau|^.^i*a!Bäu.-vei?kauft  wo  ist  dalWiiöY!?**^^^ 
'Äft^örtTTsfi  .der  JJaiAchen  Bank  in  Essen." 

Da  fehlt  ein  betrag 8  /LooooMk.Dar  langen  Red*  kurzen  Sinn  ..'ä.r,'..'ir  sollten 
von  einam  ß&n€T  illeKSl.  Geld  erhalten  haben. Ich  konnte  i.inan  bev/eisen^Bass  wir 
unsara  u.  dem  Ib.  Alberts  Auswaffl|to3g  hiervon  bezahlt  hatten  .Nach  viilem  hin  u. 
her  gaben  sie  sich  voi»laufig  zu-irf«i^en.  Zum  Abschied  sagte  er  nur.dass  er  noch- 
mals zurück  konwt.A'ir  h-ben  i«dnc»»  niemals  mehr  etwas  davon  g^^^^rx. 

y^^^*  •r^tt--  ^sn-ftre  FaaieU«  (te  £e1-« 

V    ^7     X  4o  haften  sift  nnc*^  "ast«  und  konnten  von  dem 

«^^S«  Zji^^aben  Ab  i94i  waren  alle  Batäeplatze  fur  Juden  verboten. 
!?™  ^.^  ^^■'••^^•I^J  ^  tagl .Bot  bezahlen  au  konn*.n»6-r  Iq.  R^i;  .*r  Leari  . 

^^T-f^'^i  -»^  Mk^stricht  arbeitete  der  Ib.  Fem  sehr  schwer  unter 
djn  mudsallgatan  Umsttndan  in  einer  Sandgrube.  Mit  Fleisch  u.  Fett  versorgten 
Wir  sia  Wochendlich  kostenlos  u.  die  Ib.  Jettchen  tat  wie  immer  sehr  viel. 

Im  Januar  4i^pu6sten  alle  Juden  ihren  Radio  einlief em,glucklicherweise 
hatten  wir  nn»  keinenad  Radio  angeschaft. 

Im  M«i  kam  iäfc  Spartplatz  Gelean  einen  Torpedobombe  nieder, wo durcb  in 
ganz  Galeen  teilweisa:>i)lÄ  l*tm«Ohovel  alle  Scheiben  gesprungen  waren  und  von  vielen 

Dächern  Dachziegel  alj^af allen  v/aren. 

M  •    ^^^Sr^ohsenS&jMiiTigksit-n  ist  es  der  Ib.  Garta  anc!  d-n  Ib.  Ivlax 

im  Meizu^ei raten .Diaj^rchliche  Trauung  fand  in,Valkenburg  und  z^var    in  Han^nchens- 

WA-KrM.«t,  „..^   '^ZmX*  ^^Mß^.QßTta.B  Elte  \   

so  ÄcliXecTit  £s  ging. 


^vac 


di  e^  9au:b8chan  Hualanj^-ajt^^i 
S  .|döc]^  Merrin  wurden  wir  wieder  ent^suciit .' 
abaa  .aojNl^^han  baiLftm<*r»  w^r  Nac>^ric^.u,d!».?s  sie  aus  Ihren 


auf  ein  schäül 

Von  Uliaaren  

nStlSSf rmfSÜwr,^"^?       ^^5^?"  g«t>racht'waren.Sie    -durften      -  -arall^r- 

S?^;f ^  u  , L«l>«n»»ittel  erMe-iten  -ur  in  beschrankter  Weise. 

^iS:?^?"?^*?'^''^''^^?^^^  -  uberhiiübt  nicht  und  schickten  wir 

reÄelmessig  Pakete  dia^si-  ifluckllchervveise  alle  erhielten. 

Zu  gleicher  »it  erhielten  wijr  ITac bricht, das s  die  ersten  Transporta 
IV^fi'^  ^Z^^^^^^^^  lÄisarige^icht  bei  den  • 

voS  d2n  L?.Sii*r5J/Vf*'^^*S*'^'"}*^*  '"^^^  IcrEuch  ersparen  mitzuteilen  die  wir 
SehlfkL^  Wl*  dachten  wir  noch  nicht  dass  uns  ein  gleiches 

Sehioksal  bevorstand .Azwiachen  ist        tSestapo  hier  auch  nicht  mussig  geblieben. 


Manner  «inf^rh  i^i^Sommer  4^«kte  8j.e  in  Amsterdam  ^le  Jud.  aussehenden 

di^^  «^^^^1  S    ^t""  Srasse  ali^u.  veraphl^ppti^.  sie  nach  Mauthausen  .'Dort  raussten 
finf^         Menschen  dann  in^einerqueksilbef«rt»be>untar  trbannlichstan  Ifetetanden 
~  Angehpiton , . 

Po^«jr  rS^?  ..^tb«yohner,iBnitöa*TOH^^  vmrde  von  der  Deutsch,  ' 

N?i^ifl?^«^^!?r^2  '"^v.^*?  brutalsten  Unterwlfimanieren  bestritten  a.  viele  brave 
Sin  ^i«rbei  aen  Tod  dadurch da§  41e  Verbrecher  racksichtlos  in 

.....^ttÜtowheni^ssj^ 

t:.  ■      l«bt«irwe:Lxer  in  Anptu.  ;:ichreckeiS7cx«^!D»iit«iihia  «.ewaiman  fiarr*in 
^  *^*^F^«5  ^-  ■-'^riien  tagl.  frecher  u.  gemai^r  in  ihrem  Auftrete ; 
wir  tr^nf.  flrlKii^*  1^^  5n»«ra  Auiwandarung  kamen  leider  zu  spat  u.  konnten 
SilaWuch  go^SsSn^Ä"^'"  erreichen  da  inzwischen  das  amerk.  Kon- 

Ga.chafte  ^^x^^e?t!tÄ.^^:^?Ko'^  anderen  jud. 

.n-Pnr.i-  .lo^n^  Kollegen  jjoa  uns, dem  wir  uHsere  Kunden  auf ahrten, konnte  icn 

sofort  als  Geselle  arbeiten.  Der  Ib.  Max  jedoch  ging  zu  einem  Bauer  arbeiten  u. 
sorate  ao  fur  Lebensmittel-iaia  auf  Diatributi  nicht  mehr  zu  bekommen  waren. 

Im  Uei  i942.rBas8ten  wir  dann  dan  Judenstern  auf  der  linken  Brust  trafen 
ein  grosser  gelber  6  eckiger  Davidstern  mit  dwc  Aufschrift  ,Jood" 
Sonntags  raussten  wir, dann  den  Sterb  eretmalig  tragen  und  was  war  das  K±ja  Ergebnis» 

l'Iorgens  schon  von  Maastricht  u,  erzählte:  , dass  sie  von 
^■^    2  r.^  y^^^^^^^^^  g^grusst  w.i'ae':  ^-li-ttags  ging  der  Ib.  Ltax  und  ich 

nach  Faml    Wolff  in  Gileen  selbiger  ist  ein  Vetter  von  Benno:  Wolff siaxfibribm 
i^rau.xierr  Wolff  war  froher  Verteter  von  der  Fa.  Möllmann  u.  Itese  Köln. 

Mit  uns  ging  es  genau  so  wie  die  Ib.  tiani  erzählte, wir  wurden  von 
allen  Bekannten  u.  ühbakanjitan  gegrusst.  Kamen  wi#  in  einem  Zuge  oder  eine  Tram 
oder  Autobus  so  standaiqi  sofort  Menschen  auf  um  una  Platz  zu  machen.  Dabei  kam  noch^ 


» 


betreten • 


bussen . 


'  -1"»- 


noch,(3ass  Juden  nur  noch  3  Kl.  fahren  durften  u.  erst  dann  einsteigen  wenn  alle 
andere  Menschen  Platz  hatten. 

V       ^™  3o^uni  kamen  weitere  neue  Mahsnahmen.  Diese  Verordnungen  waren 
nun  so  iiart,dass  viele  Juden  ihrem  Leben  durch  Selbatmocht  ein  Ende  bereiteten. 

S2  diese  Verordnungen  aR,die  angeblich  zur  Aufrechterhaltung  der 

öffentlichen  Ordnung  erlassen  wurden  an:; 

1.  Von  2o  Uhr  tois  6Uhr  mussten  wir  uns  in  unsere  V/ohnungen  aufhalten. 

2.  Juden  ist  es;  verboten  Hauser. oder  andefe  Private  Einrijchtungen  zu 

3.  Juden  durftet  nur  Geschäfte  zwischen  i6^i7  Uhr  betretfea. 

4.  Juden  durfei^' keinen  Prieurladen  betretäh,  , 
6. Juden  durften  nicht  mehr  Reisen  auch  nibht  mehr  miil  Trams  oder  Auto- 
6  .Von  fast  9l1^n  Berufen  vaaatBix.  wurden  <iruden  ausgeschlossen  uV'  mussten 

sofort  entlassen  werden  u.Ä.w.  u.s.w.  <  • 

\/^  -u  Einige  Wochen  Äpater  wurden  auch  unsere  Pahrader  beschlagnahmt  ein*-, 

verbot  zum  Radfahren  u.  ein  jeder  der  einem  Juden  ein  Fahrrad  leihweise  abstand 
wurde  schsarerstens  bestraft. 

Zwischen  Mei  u,  Juni  i942  niueeten  wir ■  fuir'^  dem  Joodschen  Raad  von  A,dam, 
die  sog*  tmtl.  Jud.  St  eller  die  einzig  u.  allein  noch'^mit  Holl  .oder  Deutschen 
gehorden  in  yerbindung  tpMen  mochte, eine  Fragenliste  nicht  wenig^er  dar« 
^ regen  ausfüllen  u.  dtipdhülese- Liste  ausgefüllt  zu Jm^äfßmmi^e^^^^  _ 
Lrlaubnisszu  sa^en         ji-t  wo  wir-  isvti€%mt-^^9dmsmm^ 

■™tWlk»M;#**PiiiDBt  jwr^Mtapo  gehen  und  dass  wabiwöhl  die  stärkste  Nervenein- 
spannung  die  ich  Jeweils  nift^lHtS^  h^^    ic^  war  froh  u,  glucklich  als  dieses  :-iaus 
wieder  verlassen  könnte.  Die  listen  wa|in 'loageblich  um  zu  im-.grit^ren/ 

^rz  nachdem  wir  bei  der  (^eetapo  vprög^en  wallen  eräeiten  wir  dann  auch  gtfMmtfeit 
bteuf  -scheine  um  die  fur  ii6eer«,ii4upiMerung  geeetsi&h  vorgescHiriebene  Auswende- 
rungssteuer  zu  bezahlen.  -.^^'W''^      «  ^  * 

^  ^       ^     B*i  dieser' aSLfgenheit  war  ich  zum  letzten  mal  bei  Faml.  E.  IClein 
u.habe  eeitdem  nichte  mehg|Von  ihnen  gehört.  ^. 

^  Im  llei-'1942  wurde  der  erste  Engl.  gro8s:e.  iTachtluf tangrif f  über  IColn 

ausgeführt  mit  iöoO  Bombepwerf  er  .Wir  rechneten  all*  mit  einem  schnellen  Frieden 
aber  leider  .war  unsere  Meldung  falsch...  Eine  Kolnerin  die  bei  Faml.  V/olff  zu  Besuch 
wMsfsagtei  ti  heiet  r^ic^t  rühr  Kol»  *v«i>sein.  sondern  i^oln  am  ASCH"i. 

Im  Juli  .i&42;j#eg«in  in  Floil'idle  Verschickung  derviD^en  nach  Polen 
und  war  bei«  ersten  Tr«ni»pö!rt  Reni  Kaufmann  die  Schv/frster  von  Gefta. 

Am  22  Äug.  kagi  denn  di#  Nachricht  dass  die  Ib.  Leni  u.  Ilse  sich 
am  25  bei  der  ortl ,  Polizei  melden  fflusete  wo  die  Ju(1"lh  sich  versammelten  u.  dann 
in  Autobussen  rtach' Maastricht  u.  von  '^o^'t  nb*»r  W«sitei?boi«  nach  Polen  verschickt 
wurden  .Hi  eiijuber  zu  echreij^n  fallt  mir  beeonders  scliif/er  da  wir  doch  damit  gerech- 
net hatten  ,alle  zusammen ^ierschickt  zu  werden.  ZwisQhen  Aufruf  und  Melduns  wurden 
dl 5  xiauser  in  deni/en  Jude%wohnt*n  von  S.  Äibewacht. -Trotzdem  gelang  es  vielen 
Juden_zu  fluchten  u.  eich-yiu  verbergen.  r,      '  * 

g^te^sich  sej^  sehr^^s|ark  Y^^||^'f^"f^^|^g|f^^^^^^^ 

^^'r  ^^^^«^  2um  Gemeindehaus .  Was  sich  hiei-  abspielte  ist  in  Worten  nicht  äu 
sagen.Von  der  G«I>>-<^t7-V>^nd-n  Jn6^n  war«n.  2^ Ae  Mch  Polen  musst*.  -tr 

j*der2$,  kg-  Gepäck  mit  n«hfeen  durfte>hAtten  die  arme*  Memschen 'Rucksacke  die  sie 
kaum  trjfifjn  kQnaten  .Hier.  j|»s*n;  nun  2Jahree  "-«Ite  Menner 

kranke, mern  nahmen  ^c||e4.;f^n  4)1*1^»  hindern  u.  Kindern  von  ihre  Bät#ki. 
tC*         f*>//«-^l3;^^^*<  hat,weihE  iöh  bie  heute  ndch  n£«ht.  Könnt 

Ahr  meine  Lieben  Euch  vorMelle«  ^».s  e.^  hei«rt,Kir>riet..  von  Ihre  l&itter  weg  zu 
r«-*-.««nY.  Da  die  Ib.  ^nra^x  Kinder  doch  das.  Einzige  b .  Letzte  waren  was  die  Ib. 

Asute  schon  über      Äaiire'her  u.  haben  wir  nichts  mehr 
von. ihnen  gehört.  "  -t— « 

mt  demselben  Transport  sind  die  Lieben  in  Valkenbui«  Hannchen  Fem 
u.  Kudiauch  weg  u.  halben  vn«  Celbi«e  äiUch  nichts  mehr  gehört. 

ii„  ♦  Einige  Tsge  smiier  erhielten  der  Ib.  Max'u.  ich  einen  Aufruf  zur 

Musterung  fur  den  Arbeits^rjgt . 

I,        ^,        «»in  Beicanhter'^J^bn  d&ii-JJCu^Iise  womit  wdr  l»id£r_zu  spat  in  Verbindung 
ksmen^besorgte  fur  mich  ei|i'enc:^huilgi^       ich  alleiR  stand  u.  der  Ib.  Max 
Deim  oood .Raad  Geleen  warjAin  l[cOeir|nir 8  Septemberll942  untergetaucht. 
Ler  Abschied  vor.  ^i'.M^-^^S^^^^^^^  mich  beeondeil ^c^r  weil  ich  nicht 
voisstejwas  Alt  deffi5t1fty«Tfllfif^^  -  •  • 

rS^^Z^        ^*  ^^^^^  kam  weren  sehr  vieleti^uden  bei  guten  Ifollandem 
verborgen.  Di#  Deutschen  hatten  inzwischen  auch  wieder  alle  früheren  Offizieren 
u.  Soldm^en  als^Kriegsgefsj^ene  verhaftet  u.  da  sich  von  diesen  urxü  auch  von  den 
jungen  Leuten  die  zv/an^£,;cise  zur  Arb«iiy|^|f^15eutacM  .v*rfcCiäc*.t  wurdei*.vieie 
verateckt  hielten,^ft^ah]|.nffltinei[rii"rt^^"^^  sö^hal^  die 

antergrundscnen  OrganisatioBan  viel  Arbeit  zu  errichten  u:Jl''itS^-öi'e«e  Menschen 
mit  Lebensmittelkarten  zu  versorgen, denn  von  dem  bis'chen  essen  vvf..£  ein  jeder 
erhielt, konnte  er  unmöglich  noch  eine  Person  mit  durchfüttern, 
■toc  j         «rhalten,  um  nur  einisces  anzuführen  pro  Person  per  V/oche: 

TIA    p.,Fleä#eh  m.  Knochen. 125  gr.  gutter  7o  gr.  Erbsen  3kg.  Kartoffeln  ikg  Brot  uswr 
iJie  bezK)ti|rtren  Ler'nsmittelkarten^ur  die .  sog^n.onderduiker  wurden  automatisch  von 
gut  geömnisiertan  u  .bewaffnete?»  Patrioten  aus  den  einzelenen  Amtern  gestolen. 
Auch  wurffen  viele  Personen  mit  falehlhan  Perzonsbeweiisan  versehen, aus  den  Gefang- 
nissen befreit  viele  vo o raans-f ände  N.S.'B.er  ermordet MVir  waren  auch  mit  einem 
xalscaen  Perzonsbeweijs  vel^sehen. 

^^S^  Vermitt|un«  meines  .i ^tzigen,  Hausherrn  der  voia  Beruf  .Verteter  ist 
erhielt  ic»-  von  den  Li-bej^:. iijnier  Naehricht.So  horte  ich  am  ii.  Nov.  i942,da6ß  die  ' 
iiieben  aus  oittard  mit  noch  vielen  Andern  auch  auf  Ti^nsport  gestellt  waren', 
^le  hatten  das  grosse  Gluc«  zu  der  iilten  Garde  zu  koman  worunter  unsere  geineindane»i 
Bekannten  Prit?  Gottschalk  u.  Frau  aus  Geilenkirchen  zahlte , »bis  heute2a.Aug.  44f 
sind  sie  noch  immer  in  V/^sterborg  Holl.  f  ^  ^ 

Am  28.  Sept.  .i942  bekam  ich  Gesellschaft  u.  kam  Herr  Wolff  aus  Geleen 
wo  wir  mit  befreundet  sind  auch  hier  hin.  Herr  Wolff  ist  mit  einer  Arierin  verhei- 
ratet wasfur  uns  das  Gluck-  wurde  . 
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■  ■  I 

;942  wurd*  duveh  tin  en  trrtum  anäßtB  können  wir  uns  (Siis  nicht 


600  Haufl«»  yernichtli.Ic^ihort«  diee  mi  folgenden  T|«  und  dAnäcite  unserm  Ib.  Gott 
daes  mein«  Litben  nichts  passiert  war.  Wohl  hatten  wir  soweit'  e'e  iibgliich  war 
/Kleidung  u.  Wasche  bereitg  vorher  b«i  guten  NeaerlalÖer  untei^ebÄht/ übgiückiichei^ 
weijt  wurde  dass  Hau«  mit; dem  Erdboden  glfich  geinacht  »sodass  wir  alles  bis  *auf 
einige  Wertsachen  die  sic^  im  Ke^^ler  befanden  verloren . 

Am  i,  April  i94-^  stand  eine  neue  Verordnung  in  der  Zeitung  in  der  hie& 
es  kurz  ü.  bundig, dass  ai;ie  Juden  iji  aljlbn  Provinzen  bis  zum  io  April  diese  zu 
räumen  hatten  u>  sich  im  K  .Z  .Lager  Vuiflit  anzumeldenihatten.  ^jiia    "  '  " 

V/as  die8.b-so-u*r-  '^'^ .  iAitt^r  ..^^edefttetc  könnt  Ihr^lue  Lieben 

nLIS'^i^ii*?;?^  ^^^^  Strapa?in  nicht  an  konnte yürkiarte 

unser  Hausdoktor  die  Ib  gutter  nicht  traasportfahi^.  Die  Gestapo verbriöher 
kennt  keii%  Erbarmen  u.  mieid  u.  wurde  so  unsere  ib.  Mutter  mit  den  Ib.  Gerta 
u.  M«3t  verachickj,,  Die  Itt  Jennj  konnte  durch  Kilf e  «uter  Holld.  nach  entfluchten 
und  ka]]i  denn  auch  äu  mir.  •  ^      j?  .  , 

•u  Sittard  wur^e  der  Ib.  ifaK  u. Gerta  nochWon  der  Gestapo  aus  dem  Auto 

geholt  u*nach  Maastricht  |iebra,cht.Hiei^. waren  Frauen' U.  Manner  schön  getrennt 
"  von  den  Lieben  wissen  wo  die  Ib.  Jenai 

gebUebenj-f^  Lfben.nichts  i^d  wurden  dann  mc)Lt  ^^ 

Foixerung  entlassen^fcte :1^1iiai%iW--|^igij>(  ai  i^^nA w  n^.If^^r^gr    n, j^iffffl 

dann  auch  getan  "^^^^ri  ,JDi±  s  ^^fe-gfljäife^.S^MiWP'^^  hu 
^  )^j^liiipiii>>i'>!K^J)!PS"^'<^!W                                  gesagt  hatte  er  woltte  die  Ib.  ' 
^mittel»'. nlöht . all#|i, laf 8e<i||n4i^|iMn/iber  n^rhf...h^i-r^r.  r^n  it^,-iBi,h,ntftr.^  fif.w  ^r.^^ 
u.  Frauen  geteeiint  wurden»    ■  -  ^  ^  ^^jj   -  ■  «uhimih^ 

Vg^t  ulleujtt  ^qie  Liquen  nui*  einige  Wofehen  und  wureden  dann -nach  "  - 

.  plipaji.<  %t^^  ^oÄ^oifort  im  Krankenhauif  auf-  "■■  ■ 


Westerburg  transportiert 

genommen  ,weredn  da  Ihre  Nerven  "febtii  vij*d,a0$teni 

u,.^  ^^Lt^^^^^lJMJ^'^^^^        ^f^Mmt  w«l#«ito  jede  Woc!he.be8.,:  d|9  Ib. 

^liar  dt^^eben  am  -teiV^  hatteh-'gestoien , 

Co  juae»e-ya»_dHi  IIS.  Pra^  Wolff  auch'fur<!(iie  benotfgten  Kleider  sorgen  was  dies 
hel(i»iMi  •öll  7S5ch3  Jahrer-Krieg  ist  in  ^Törten  nichV^u  schildern.  ^ 

Alle  alle  alle|Artikel  ausser  Sai^  Vim  u^Ata  sind  diistribuceriu, 
Textilartkel  gibt  es  auch|auf  Textilpunkte  mrgen4.sS»hi^  za  k&^jsH;  " 

Im  sohwarzen  H^del  sind  naturl^^^  iii«tMr'&  kaufen  ab«r 


-  o 


gageiü  P.l>%iae  4ie  unlyir6chgtingiich'ftind  00, 


1  kg.  K«rtffel^rh,/  o# 

i  packch.  Zigj^m." 
i  Zigarre     "  " 


.heüte 

n  - 


' '  '  ai««n  hansel  6©  i- 


ixt.  palsoliv  '^ife   0 ,iSk 
rkg.  Fleisch  2.-^ 
i  Fahrradband  .  :^ 
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waren  i 

liefe' 


Im  Juni  1943 


II 


.rden 


di 


e  '"^ater  muss|ien 


i^i^  ain  Rad^ähreu 
.  „  ^-  ,  .  s  _  _     .  ..  wiii^hr  ,  Radio  .  ein- 

.  ^  wurden%i ele  Raäi^ip  til^ht . Mngelif  ert  u .  hierfui*  ScJ^^^r, , ,  .Kasten 

abgegeben.  Q.s.d.  hatten  «wir  b*i  den  LeS|lil|Wftwir  «hui^ten  ei^  2.  padlb'  -^öa 
horteh  ^ir  ifienigstens  imiiM^  ^^^Süjstln:  eng^iÄ  Aussendungi^v^^if  i"' 

öa  bei  achwerster  Bestrai^ji^s  iV  Stri^^^  BesmagJ^  der^eEam^^^ 
verboten  ist  Radio  Außsernn^Jen  zu  ^ioren^eo  wui'de  dMs  eben  heiralicli  ge^ec^%"'' 

Aber  als  am  Smut,  1543  Abends  uni  .1^5  BSlaio  London  bekannt  gat^Masa. 


Italien  gekapituli^rt  hatfflpjV/uasten'  eg,,:0  MinüterTapiSer'schon'ganaäöll, 

r;  bfi' dsn 'Leuten  tfti  denen  ''»'ir  schallten  bez. 


Seibstreden<3  niiissten  wir 
;Vir    baz,  pro  Woche  So'.-JRf*  übrigens  -in  ss-ir  billi 


V/ertsacaen  die        vom  Bc 

EiÄi»i^'t.fr^ 
.eine  UX^mä^^^l^Xtii  ha 
wurde*?  ^i^^t#^||^3|^^  Pö 

düngr'-irrw^ers'Tiittel  tt^ii 
|bes .  Ääll  .den  Ihr  aisSer 


ardement  j  3  r e  1 1  e,!.  'hat t  ^n 
Wö.i  uns  sus^Bet'CLia -auc: 


Preis  u.  haben  '.'/ir  unsere 
u.  nach  verkauft. 


ite 


ite 


in^iVi 


ch'  ke^' 


n 


.  ^ .  ^r^r  ^*        ^«  hicken  «Le  ida  r  halben  *wir  voil» 

^sbestatCigSag  tLekomaen.  %  '      '       -  v  ■* 
..944  .harten  wl^^nun  , dass  me  Ib.I.futter  durch  iie  Ver- 
■nai».^'">o1ßbT»  v«i»8\B>»ikt   wufd»,  und  ■...haben  auch  von  der  :ib.  .i^ter 


-a 


in.Fr..  Wolftjdi?^n  Ueb^^,;in  Yerbindu^  steht  a.  r 


Zei  tv' 


5*^ 


Pakete,  ae^et . 

Am  a  September-  sitze  ich  i^un  bereits  2  Jfahre    hier  ohi>e  m  die6|r 
Zeit  auch  nur  ein  einzige^  mal  .'auf  der  WassefiT^eigm-^ui  fain.- .  Hatte  M^-JW^-?^ 
vorher  jemand  gesagt  Äo  lA--  ^^^-^^^^^^^^^^^^^i^-^  ■rA>,  ^^d^^kt^iMt 

auahaHin  konnte  aber  Vi'e"^ 

.Seibat  meinen-^ 
habe,  maoht  noch  mit  und  tragt 
}  Verhaltni^8*n^^>  '  ■  >>r^ 

'  Äer  uaHÄa**  LebeT  " 

IM 


dicke  Bücher  J6eä?i#b*9>  doch  dies 
ffch,d|Lsa  i(5h  =  hierrub*t^  iJuch  meine  Lieben 
mafen  vieijieaen  noch  mehr  spielen 
iiöm  abrichen  u.  etwas  schreiben 
ien  S  wl^'t^ehi^ '  leiae  uns  unterhalten 


^  d&aa .  ich  die'^™,, 

'  ■  »•    ■  ..•■■-^.«v••?*<SB^^■-^'■ 

\»  45,ehabt 


JaJhTfJ-Hicht  JO^ 

n  j:! 


gelernt  .  L^ält*!^^^  ke^Ctsgl 

musste  üna  nebala  vms  ein  («atabo  llann  .^-^7— . .  ^  : 

-   Wir  sitzen  inft'egSen^bei' Venl<$  hier  isl^Vein  der  grefcaten  Flug 
l«<l»jt^|iuropa. ^iöiigela^  Flu®?;3;it,z  von  amerik.u.engl. 

■'•  -;  -r      ,       -  ■!.•.*■  "  '•■        *.  •  -t  . 


von 


Flugz 


♦  i 


^  Hat  und  so  ein  Eonbadement  nie  -In  seinem  Leben  Vergibst. 

*^-i:;Zi^::rund  Schma  Jl^roel  a^^  ^JPPen^^  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

Ort       «h«n    Si^  dS^  di«  Flieger  da«*wej9n,so  gegt  es  wie  geschmiert. 
«.„  i.nc     „Xlli^'W'»  unser«  Lieb.n  aus  Polap. 

Tag  horten  wir, das«  Rum«Ai.«n.  8i'^»P.^^';i^?**-'¥yy.:*S»?f'^«l   '^■»«^«^ 

kämpft.  Am  4.  Sept.  'wurd»  '5™*!«!  l)efr.it.ü^  e^S«T^  w«^^ 
Fii^and  die  Waff«n  nieder  u.  am  ?  •  >äfcmrtr  Mlgm*»  »  «^^^ 

1^  fä^baS'  ä:i^SS&'ÄrIj^seÄ<>la:mlle1^^^^^^^^^^  verschenkt 


t 
t 

6- 


,m  4  Uhr  ihr  Haue.  Wir  verkerten  m  un- 
itenft  iE  4-5  Tagea  btf  »*it  zu  sein  .Leider 


IIiAt'ttri   -  ^ 

beschreibllchen  Freude  ü. 

■,var  aber  unsere  Freude  verfrüht.  c    +    nir+    n^v    «a^«n  fur  uns  allen  die 

Mein«  Lieben  die  3  Monaten  Sept,  OU.        -„^Äf^/^^^^^        nur  das 

-Am  i7 .  9  .fucnten  Plo*?"«»  I>«^^"5^!5''2^Ä^  ^//fuVSiterdach 
.cht  u.  links  von  une  QuaSrtier  »"f  g^i^sSIi  Simer  8u 

rt»r  Uewr.  war  schlagfertig  ^uigte        h*^^  '  g,i!T  s*Bt.  horten  wir  nichts  mehr 
taatz.  Zuge  fur  Zivilisten  fuÄi  S"»»*^^«'^,^;?"^?;  IJ^h  keinen  elekt.  Strom 
von  onB«*«  FreundinsT  »rau  Wol*f .  V°°.i^t?™^tr22trofftn^hatt.  auch  kein  Radio  mehr 
mehr  u. konnten  hierdurch  was  «ns  am  «o^i"™**»  SJtrorren_naT.«  befreit  war. 

hören  waren  nur  auf  »•™«'^«  Ä  wStLn  u  .  Norden  in  einem 

Zeitunsen  erschienen  auch  niö»t  m«hr,aa        ™"  i  Q,t.en  also  Deutschl .  fur 

Umkreii  von  4o-5o  klm.e44Weschlossen  waren  und  nur  der  Peten  also  uea^,Bc 


_«---.^^=*=-^pXter"eT^^^^       d^nn  •Inm 

arbeiten  zu  verrichten .Aueser^^em  *[US|?L^«^„S  ae^strlsse  beslhlsgnahmt  • . 

^  Ä^'^Ä^rse-  ^Ä^--  lS7r  kamen* 

wir  wieder  mit  «in.  t>|""  *Xlf3JSio '  schwer  g.bombadi^rt  u.  dadurch  sassen  wir 
ein  paar  Tagf  o^iÄ  IdI^Ä 

der  Partei  übten  seit  ii -S  •  4*«^»»l»iniS«  «»«J*  ^  unteiletaucht  waren 

St«lt  u.  Eisenbahnbeamten  flic^^iwÄm^Ärdin  dirliÄÄ 

..._«.^  l,^,g,^fen  werden  d^^^^ 

;J'«S«t.  es  Es  gab  natürlich  auch  viel  blinder 
l'dM  Srlte  vlirkiiche  Ra5|ia  stattfand-  war  dies  fur 


aaitung .  dlestnwai 
lt..« int r  Verordnung 


v4- 


80  nusst«  eine  Organisation 
einer  evtl.  Baaiia  wamen  naai 
Kaum  war  atwas  loa  oder  ei  4i 

Alarmuü.Äla-4!W  «m^-  NoL. 
die  iÄoffen  eine  grose«  PJl%: 
Auch  w  i  j*- 'röl^tif  *n  in.  uns  «reo 
Havja  köifsftende  Moffenoclif^t* 
4  s?t\xnden  v/)*r  die  Rf««ia  vo' 


le  tinf^tawi^tJa  UnterschJ&nfwink« 


ia;  vmr^twpi^^^ 

4"©t\nden  ,v^r  die  Rte*ia  vol^üi  u..wir  dieses  mal  G.  •^J^/^^iert  u    die  Innenst. 
gewinn.  Aa  4.  Nov.  würde  YeUlo  nochmale  «ehr  stark  gebombaflii^rt  u 

In  Öchutt  u.  Asche- «eleKtu.^- nun  konnte  J^^^l^i^^,^;^^^,^^ 

.  Uuf enSif  wo  an  den^ntin  «Hfjf 

(F.?«».uenv»no#.Kx^TöÄ      ^T*^.".nr  T    t^^fjal-  v    r    Zmmi=^^.  n.  Nord  Brabant 

Istattfan^n  u.önrten  wirV.d.^s  ^.ie  zuld  Peveland  die  die  liafen-  . 

•'"^iÄi^'^SSÄ-Öo-^  ^^"ar'^e??  .  ^-r-.h..^  b.l....n  Stom  au. 

Le'.t.cHla?(,d.^^  io.  Nov.  wa*- n<Mj>«<kla  eine  Razzia  n.  ««ch  di^s«  5ieÄ  Stunde 
deuerte  '•^x^-^.f^-jg^JÄ^^JÄ  -"^^n  Uniformen  wj^en  seh^^ 

reic-  veidMpÄ'.  ^•^^  Gesthaft  ^ -^'^^  fJ.JJ^t  JeSl  Surcf 

i?S em  Ä™iehont  u.aUes  aber  Jl^ich  -lies  wurde  so^en^^ 

oSmng*W^#rfugungan  «ct;^ jstolen .  Pferde,  ^^^'^^f^i/l^SweinHehr  ironisch 
L^littel, Teppiche,  Gardinen  »l^«? J^^*»  ^^^^  gebombadiert  , 

Wenn  wir  es  hier  lassen  wird  es  jadoch  von  den  Amer*.,oaer  sui^^  e> 

,  wir  kennen  die  Sachen  gut  getorauchenv.  ^  -r^cr«  *n«t«r  mit 

Die  Deutsche  Faml.  von  nej>en  uns  kernen  ÄUch  ^ij?^« J^^fP^!:*^.^^^^ 
einen  ^rossen  Ivbbelwegen  zurück  u.  all«  verschenkten  Sachen  T°r?*^^*\^i^^!s2i 
zurück.  Die  Moffin  brachte  sogar  eine  Liste  mit   .um  nur  ja  nichts  zu  vergessen. 


u 


V/ir  alle  hoffen  nur,äasB  diesen  Barbaren  in  Deutschl.  alles  ausgebonrat  v/ird. 

Von  unsere  Freundin  Frau  Wolff  konnten  wir  naturlich  keine  Lebens- 
mittelkatten  mehr  erhalten  aber  „auch  dieae  Soge  '.var  £chn«ll  behoben,  denn  der 
Ch«f  des  hiesigen  Di8tri¥utiek«i|tors  cab  uns  regelmahßig  unsere  uns  zustehenden 
Borme  .  Unsere  Rationtn  wurden  von  Woch^  zu  Woche  vermindert  u.  zuletzt  erhielten 
wir  noch  2  A  Brot  per  Woche  ?uf -rlie«  Bonnen.  Kartffeln  gibt  es  schon  i4  Tage 
nicht  mehr.  Zum  nächsten  Bauern. der  dierekt  an  der  IIm*b  liegt  ist  geevaquiert  u. 
alle  K« rto of en  durch  die  lÄoffen  in  Reschlag  'genonmen  unser  Vo rat  ist  schon  lange 
auf  und  h*ben  wir  von  guten  Bekannten  5o  kg.  bekoramen.  '.Venn  wir  biß  dahin  nifctit 
..befreit.  siÄdjWiis'en  wir  nicht  wäs  wir  anfangwi.  »^^^m 
g  '  J^r  uns  liwwier  ist  «r-diLmr^Mfoptt ,  dass  wir  Bichta  zu  raucli^mßtn 

iu. weder  mit  Geld  noch  guten  Woi^ta  wiä»iiri,>2l^aretten      Sjl« äri**iS  aufzutreiben. 
Ein  guter  Hausfreund  ein  ITichtrlbher  j •^^eflE' jiocti  etwa«  BallMraren  gespart  u.von  ihm 
•rhielten  wir  dann  rookertjes  u.  als.aucBi  B«,n  Vorrat  erschöpft  war  besorgte  er 
uns  Tabak8bla,tt€r- *U8  eignem  Ga^att.'  tÄn'il  Zü^rettH  zu  ra\m^*r»  br?»uchten  wir  io /i^ 
btreicii^lzer  u.  ei^i  Ge^chnak  wi»  :  '«r  •-^»•♦<^1nf  ^.»n  "l^f  ^f.  ^'u"-  z^-^  Not". 


u 


abfahr  <!' 


cam 


das  die  Soldaten 
}.HokiJfeld  eine  Batterie  Feld  &Ah^%hr^%i^i^y^i:B  '^mifMit 


um  13  Nov.  war"  ein  furchtbarer  Larra  von  kommenden 
auf  unsere  Strasse  u.  des  Ivlor^ena^gj^e^  j^r  dann^ 
aren^üij;*Jd; -hintiexsvjin^ire^^^^  * 

erf.  24  'S 


dröhnten  idis  «rst^en  Salvo's  der\8,8Qej5cliüt2ie .  Ein  Radau  als  ob  die  Vielt  unterge- 
hen wurde  u.  unser  Haus  trilXts^in  ilitmn? Fugttn .  Zuerst  schössen  die  Soldaten  aM£«. 
allein  aiif  S'lujg,^«uga  »natsr-^i^^^  geallierds  Offensive  hatte 

»Hi§.»-7!I|B^1^^^  wir  die  Scheinwerfer  dwr 

;m  IIaüsÄ-,..n|beh-uns  f ruher#ön>dajn  Uoffen  bewohnt, 
.«  &  dif  Tileifphleitungen       ih^  lagsn  in  unserm 
"  i^chtUril^. hatten  wir  inaWischen  im  unserem  Ke 
•i^. Artillerie  Fj^nt  Schnellfeuer.  Duel 
|2^'^5Ühr  dauerte  ^  :BSt^^$n'.%äT,  in^ dieser 
am  folgend«  twa  wari  die  Beibia^ 


rt«rr< 


u.  schlafen 


I" 


filii  ci^efe  am  T^Hllaameart  sf  htn* 
nistete  sicher  Öta^?m4T*^igiU( 
jfe^p/'^vMiv^Fast  uns #l*'e -gesaugt.; 
^'fbracht  a.das  dies  gut  «war  bei?] 
d^s  am  17.  il.  siittfand  von 
Nacht  nicht  zu  denkaniii.  unsere  "^st* 

Uj.ess^n  auch  im  Keller  u.  aussfl#  um  mH  etwas  frische  Luft  zu  schnappen    \i.  zum 
W.C'.gehün  .bleiben  wir  fast  immer  Im -Keller  .Nur  mein  FreudjJ/olff  u.  ich  losen  uns 
alle  2  Stunden  ab,,  da  immer  eiaar  oben  muss  sein  um  Ai^A9<&U  zu  halten  fur  evtl 
Razzias.  Hier  ist- keine  Spracft#^von  der  Sprichwi?^ 
fist  mein  Prf^.Wol; 

zu  Kommen  .11  .B .  Unser  VerstaJcnlatz  bei  Razaian  liegt  zv/ischen  den  Daclifannen  u. 
dem  darunter  liegenden  Holz  u.T|Mnn  Granaten  über  un«  hinweg  flöten  u.  rund  herrum 
^  einschlagen  so  h|iben  wir  of te^Jp»  GefuhlSiils  ob  das  Haus  in 

'  ein  stürzt  u.  wir  unter  dent-Serott  begraben  wurliyf*ßbbald  läie  Razzien  vorruber  sind 
u^  wir  aue  unserem  Versteckplatiz  herraus  komriien  danken  wir"  zuerst  unseraBii  Ib.  Gott 
dass  v/ir  wieder  mit  dem  Leben  davon  kämmen^ 

Am,2i.  des  Nachmittags  r.rn' i7ÄHp'r^ap|  ein  Feldv/ebel  zu  uns  und    frj^  um 
SinqatrtlliriftllWiiiWMii»^  ^  i^nn  .Qeber^ii^pittMr^^as  -Zimmer  niCUV  frtlMLI 

.  ne.hmeii  wir  das  ganze  Haus  in,bej5chlajj.,,äaf  ^  wAr  ©ene  Antritts  rede  .Sofort  begonnen 
^4ie  Soldaten  sich  einzurichtenü:*  nach  einer  halben  Stimde  ;%aren  diese  installiert 
"^-u.  gerade  begannfnan    aucih.Telefibn  zu  legen  als  die  Meldung  kam: wir  hauen  ablu, 
um  17,45.  wÄjfen  wir  wieder  eign4  Herren  im  „eignen  Haus.  Ein  Soldat  sagte  zu  Mevr. 
:Freuen  sie'  sich, dasswir  wiedeif  abhauen  s.ohst  ware  es  hier  miss  geworden  .Die 


9 


Und  dass  de^  Soldat^ Recht 
Leibe  gespurt .  Am  21.^ Jpy .  war  ^die-  Battl 
die  wiederx  eingelceia^f^  ful^Unseri 
ein  echter  Jio32Jii»iÄ^iiiSt  die  V6 

kttr  waren  n 

<Ö>''6et*»ennt  dure 
*r#hefi,da  wir  1»  k»in  Lict^t'  hab-n 
behelfer.  ttcj««*?^  «••^•n  ^'rir  rnit  f1»ri  Hn 
konnte  nicht  v/eit  weg  von  uns, ,4», 
und  wir  ho 


dsA  war ^ 


ichjli^_.Jn.  44  tagen^-st. 
.vieder^eiter  aiirpck  müssen. 

haben-  v/ir  am  folgende  Tage  am  eignem 

rsöhwunden.Wir  atmeten  auf  •  Dia  I\uhe 

.beste  Ma^zin.  Ler22, 

sehi^Hilir  u«  waren  Regenwolken  JTFliege; 

ijit  inTder  Luft  i  alles,  war  pu^^g»  Fr^iitrync—— 

<lie  Maa|L.  Ab*:'-?  Uhr*  rvir  w'^Ti.t«^  e:«rnid 

u.  uns  rr.it.  kleinen  ilerzen  u 


nt 


8t3ate¥^^We  Eihschl  • 
leiben  klirren  .Tü in  .jeder  von  uns  betete  u. 
•d  in  höchster  Not.  iJlemand  wuf»te  wievieie- 
^^^^f  *s  gewp«n  waren  n^r^tiner  ha^tte  den  Mut  auf  die  Stress*  zu  gehen» 
el«i  *  Stu^d«  8t>ffc.ter  g  >:f^|wfir irch  unser  Hau*  u.  tiwtan  öfters  auf  Glassci» 
.'.  scherbenJ-ioiit  konnten  wir  nlc3^  anm«chen,daj:i^8^r«  Verdufeungspapier  v/et^  /aren. 
.-  Am  nächsten- «OTf  gen  sahen  wir  denn  den  Schaden  »Unser  linV<»-»  i:achuc.r/i-UL  Uclti 
^  einen  GrcinAtvolltreff er  erhalten  u.  di«'*^ranatc  ^"11'=»  eint^ 
ersten  Etage  /ieschlagen.  Vor 
ebenfalls 

m 


zur 


'T:*  ^      ^     ^ O  C  *\     w  jL 

^i^pss«  u.  ba4i:.^MM^^i^^ 
e .  2  nit  .daVÖH  entfernt  wö'm  vörtage  eiike 
.  ,    .^BCiUktr  ai3rf  dem  gewesihen  Wbnut  ionsauf  schlagplatz 

_  volltref  f#n.  zuree^lii  gekoimaen .  Ein  v/under?  '//er  weibe  es . 

egt  iii  Gottes  Hand  er  •bfettötetnut^beschutzt  uns. 
^Vir  sindMitmandsland  geworden  u.  «fit  d«»m    '^3,  ::ov.  f liegedteallier . 
u.  Deutsch*  GMyten  über  uns  hin.  ^Vir  hören  die  Abschüsse:  u.  Einschlage^u.  da- 
zwischen das.  Jp.oten  der  f  orts«uS.enden  Gran-ten  . 

Seit  dem  23  .  ^st  die  Miaas  Mntelj!  uns,:yam.  von  uns  w*«?  «rr^ir^t  p.'^it  dem  k/4.ist?> 
^ie  IJa--  b^i  Yenln  a  1-n.von        >'7tfemt'^^be*^f»llff  •'•T»r-'-cht ,  Wie  l«nee  wir  nun  ^• 
noch  auf  unsere  Bafrailuiaif  w*c>«t$n  üua 


ja-' 


^  ihn  s .  g 

ftii 


H*U»e  ^    =  1 '  -  r  . 
ey5s<h^.<«T?,  sind,  seit  Gestern  weg 
e  Weichen  1^, sonstiges  Eisenbahnma 


Ii 


^•it  neute 
ial  zu- stehlen 


Oft  hatten  wir  dep^Plan  er^f^^pt  iurch  tili»  Linien  hin  nach  :Iaut>u  kiu 
fluchten^keln  I^Tensch  wailte  das  Risiko  .auf  sich  nehmen. 


7. 

wieder 


einen 


«rr,      ^  Nov.  2iira  er«ten  raal*  «^-11  2  Jahren  u.3Ivton. 
Fri««*ur  die  ^laare  geschnitten  wurde  u.  war  dies  auch  einei/grohse 
Freude  fur  uns.  Ich  sehe  .jetzt  wieder  Menschlich  aus  u.  'flo^gmn  die  Geallierten 
schnell  ,d»nn  können  wir  wenigsten  4it  So  km.  bis  Gele en  zu  Fuse  ohne  auf  zu  fallen 
laufen • 

Ein   Elektriker^reund  dt«  Hause  hat  uns  am  '23.  ii .  «ez«: 
doch  Radio  hören  können  indem  \vir  ein  paar  Drahte  in  den  alektr.  käste: 
Der  Strom  koinmt  von  Kaldenkirchen  ist  fur  die  hiesiegen  Moff ensoldaten 
Wir  hören  ?l8o  H-dio  m.  Deutsah,  Strom  .F*iTi»r  kann  es  doch  nichtw«»«? . 
Seit  deni  i7 .  Nov.  haben  v;ir  unsere  Kleide^;»  Tr^  und  lischt  nicht  mehr  vonj 
gfljabt,d«  wir  .ia  ,ieden  Moment  Mt  Razzia  rechnen  muss.  Uhaara  eigne  Lebensmittel- 
vbrrste  sind  seit  A  Sept.  ers<öiopf t .Wir  essen  resp.  labai^  von  trokenen  Brot  u. 
Mosessuppe"; aus  dem  Wasser  ge^an-."  Jlpfe^kraut  dunii  geacjimiert  ist  ab  und  zu  fur 
uns  eine  Delikat^Fs«.  Di«  ID .  tf*7«i,i  halt, 2  B«»ttucher  get«jtecht  vor  i.$  kg.  speck. 

Meine  Lieben  waf  wir  seit  Mitte  Sept .  -litgSraacht  'moen  ist  in  ^.Vorten 
r  zu  geben.  Unser  ^usherr  ist  durch  dies  alles  '4  verruckt  geworden 

•'^'i't'  *     "'^^'^''l'iiiM^iliii TV  O"^"^  Aufregungen  über  Razzias,Einguarti 

oder  evtl.  I>^Akui€nln^Tf!!BIMPw||äi^^  Ein 

uxjd  selbst  krank..  Glaubt  mir4ni^^^f|^l^w#1<Sj1 

Wirklichkeit  ist  vial  ^schlinm^er  nTin^itr^iW||^1irriii£iirt^i;;i  ntm  . 

Heute  am  2.  Dez  .*%chraibe'^  me^äh  Bericht  waibtr«  Wlr  ^  aijtzien  immer 

noca  jnter  dem  Joch  der  Hoffen  und  unseif^^^''  '  '  -       m   .      ,  .  . 


in 


t,da^6  wir 
insetzten, 
estinznt  • 

idibe 


«4 


e,n  v/ird  von  fag  zu  Tag  ^uner|,raglicher . 
Auf  alle  una«^??a  .Bonnen  erhalte»  wir.  ?*it;'d.,im  27 .  I.ov.  nur  nocn  ein  halbes  Broot 
'*WiJt.R#r«<^i^gi^P  ISTiQch^^^^^  erl;alt«Ä  vfir  a"b  und  zu  von  guten  Freunden  die  von 

Ihren  eiirheil' VoiTE*atan  abgaBail^P*^  wir  Tag  u.  ::&.cht  von  engl. 

Granaten  bestochen  werden  u.  wachst  unsere . Angst , ob  wir  diesen  Krieg  überleben 
bestandig  .Freitag  den  £4.  Nov.  hatten  wir  «inen  ruhigen  _!i|ig,  wir  aorten  keine 
Granaten  mehr  und  glaubten  sc  lion  das  Ab:^*ua'rn  d*r  Gr^'iatiäN^uf  un««.ry  Gebiet  sei 
eingstcllt  und,  fiU^sjUugcwi.r  neuf|^  ISap,  SiiipeBt^gs  den  25  .Nov-^!^  itex^ena  wi^i^  «sebanfalls 
...  «».^s..«^..^. .         '  ip;^g^Bchoss .  PlotzlicÄ'um  ii.4o  'aln  entsetzlich 

hatter  Knall, noch  einer, noc Ii  "BTher  ünd'uJid-wieder  und  wieder  ein  furchtbarer  Larm, 
'.Vir  sclimissen  uns  ?.uf  den  Grui^  und  auf  allen  viei^n  kroch  ein  Jeder  zur  iUller- 
tr*r7*.Ein  naar  Minuten  glxj^mk  darauf  gingen  v/ir  v/ieder  zum  Erdgecchoss  un5  ein 
schrecklicher  Anblick  bot  sich  unseren  Augen.  Vor  unserem  Hsug»  './ar  sine  Granate 
zurec'/.t  firekonmen  die  ein  tiefesLoch  in  der  Strasse  gebohrt-  liat  und  3Scliritte  von 
uns  v/eg  lag  ein  Fuhrmann  mit  BifereLJtoitfgftppffen  durch  Granatscherben  .Linksvon  uns 
io  Schritt«  weiter  ein  anderei^;  Tota^rvq^m  durch  Granatscherben  der  halbe  Bauch  . 
aufgarissen  wordwn  war.  SaturÜch  Wkren  »11«  Hauser  in  unserer  Umgebung  mehr  oder 
war^i^'sr  «'i^rk  b(»«chadii5t  aber 'fieser  materielle  Schaden  i«t  bele.nglo£,  -./erjie'c.  um 
I-Ie^pcnenleb«-^  p-e'^t 

einsturzen,schmi 
fi'rau  sn2  z-^-i 


n  ?rÄiind«n  v^^  ur!^!  •''st 
auefrau.'- gerade  am  arbeiten 


a  s#ine  Mutter  zu 


eine 

■,;£>r, 


er  Iwdche  ftin- 
d  i  «Aus  s  enniauc  r 
arae  alte 


91  m 


■Tr>>»-      Ann    irn  n«n  kt*t 


nur  durch.  Gott  es  Iland  erlitten 
,ea.  weilis  .  i^^)  diesen 


es  au 


a 


Boden, ieg;te  einen  Gtdhl  über  di  = 
fchte.-*(kd 

./erde  Ich,  ^  w*rai  Tch"  den  Kriegufeeii^VR^'*  ^"l^»*^^  diesem  Tag  1 

sonst  v;i*d«t*.,ruinorig.,Vt?;eii;iy.eö[«ne  Öo'rfer  iliff*\i!is  muasten  auf  Moffenbefehl  evaku- 
i«ren,Die  Meisten  I-Tanner  such«h  ihr  Heil  in  der  Flucht  und  fanden  ein  neuec  'Ä&if. 
hier  ir.  -egelen  .Dif  s  ist  den  Moffen  natürlich  zu  Ohren  gekonsnen  unc  vom  ^/ .  IJov . 
bis  29.  N  ov  .-.varen  hier  mehr  als  3oo.  Himmler  knechte  sg .  gr .  Polizei  damit  beschä- 
ftigt Razzien  zu  halten  und  mehr  dartn  2oo  Manner  fielen  diesen  Bluthunden  leider 
in  <3ie  Hwida  liM»  lH3Ö%i»^^^  abtransportiert  .lÄibara  Nervea  waren  auf)  s 

ausserste  arigespannt  und  wir  danken  unserem  Ib.  Goot,dass  uns  diece  Kerle  nicht 


m 


sein. 


Am  23.  Dez.  erhielten  wir  den  auch 
evquieren  mua#te,in  i-J  Stunde  mussten  wir  fertig. gepackt 
rei tunken  .Mein  Freund  V/olff  und  ich  hatten  Jedoch  vor  nicht  nit 

sc  half  t er. 


naturl  .-.Vasser 


gefunden  haben  .So  ging  von  Woohe  zu  T7oche. 
Bericht, dass  wir  evquieren  mua#te,in  i-^ 

Jeder  traff  Vorbereitungen  .Mein  Freund  V/oirr  una  icn  na-o^&en  je 
zu  gehen  und  machten  uns  unterm  FUTanjro  kein  Keller  v.'ar  ein  Loch 
da  Sie  Lebensriittel  die  wir  nach  'natten  herrein  .Das  gr.  frblem 

Die  Wasserleitung'  -./ar  schon  i  f'onat  ausser  betrieb  und  rauscten  V.'e.t^e  bei  bekrmte 
von  der  Pumpe  geholt  werden  .So  füllten  wir  Flaschen  mit  Wassetund  Lcli*fften  die 
•auch  nach  unsere  Schuilplatz .  Es  wurde  3  Uhr  und  noch  imaer  horten  wir  nichts  , 
bis  um  5Uhr    denn  endlich  die  pachricht  kam,Evaquieren  i4i,t  i4 .  Tage  ausgestellt . 
\^as  dies  fur  uns  bedeutete  koipt  Ihr  Euch  nictht  vorstellen  .Wir  .sagten  uns  Zeit 
gev/onnwn  alles  GewötÖi*n .        ^'^  ^ ' 

Heilig  4hend  sassen  wir  im  Keller  und  hatten  am  Tage  von  Zuckerrüben 
Kraut  ge^iaclit  so  hatten  wir.  <3!|^.r  nra  >»rst-    ":»lhn*cht«ta«e  Kraut  fur  aufs  Brot. 

JCa  der  ersten  Wö«|ie  von  Januar  |fi5  starben:^ in  Venlo  9o  Zauglinge 
an  Unterernährung .ABd^ •  ^an.  ^aate  Yehlpo' ofiieieel  evacueren  und  Tegelen  sollte 
am  andern  Tage  evacueren .ijrtÄBXxsnucBbi  Glucklich  war  die  ^vacaatic  von  Te^wlc  i.,ui' 
geruchte.Arn  if   .Jan,  nor-ueii  wir,üa6B 

uattan  begonnen  'and  lJatt«L^wij^^  es.  nur  mch  eini^^e  Tac«- 

dauern  kam)  >ii#^^^y9^«^||P^  gro'ötf  war  unsere  Enttäuschung  als  wir 

h»-»t«B|ö8Sil^^^^^OT*"  vor  Höermond  liegen  blieben  und  wir  wiedr  nicht  befreit 
^r^en  .55^#'*'b>kam-n  wir  nm  artdern  Ti^e  £Tal  Kazzia  Morgens  um  io  'Jhr  und  abends: 
um  bUhr  .Abende  sassen  wir  gerade  beim  Abendbrot  und  hatten  wir  an  diesem  Tage  zu:;i 
ersten  I\ial  Pellkattoffel  mit  Karoten  fur  uns  ein  Festessen, da  v/urde  &ufi  der  Tur 

feschlagen  und  hiess  das  Komando; sofort  aufmachen'J  'Volff'u.  ich  liefen  sofort  die 
reppe  herrauf  und  mussten  im  Dunketn  über  Balken,um  in  unseren  Schuilplatz  au 
kommen  auf  Hände  u.  Pusse  krichen  JLbejp  mit  Gottes  hilfe  sind  wir  hi^r  auch  wieJar 
gut  abgekommen  .Am  23  Jan.  kaiB%ie  Gnime  Polizei  u.  suchte  nach  Divans  u.  V/olldeckal 
auch  hier  g?.bs  bei  uns  ein  Laulonu,Xm  9  Febr.  kamen  Itorgen^jura  io.3o  5oo  gr.Poliz, 
und  musste  in  einer  Stunde  dass  .Z-entrüm  von  Tegelen  evacueeren.Auch  diese  Eva- 
cuati  '/Turde  wieder  3T9ge -ausgeStell^bis  am  ii  Febr.  Morgens  io  Uhr  iSo  von  diese 
Bluthunde  wieder  jtsa^r  und  trieben  di*  ll'^^^^^.mn  aus  ihr*  \ohnungen/von  iooo  ,¥ensche*^ 
die  sie  hab«i  mussttnbrachten ^ie  aifa-^ßo  ^^ch  Kaldenkirchen, wo  dieselben  gluck- 


licher.7eise  nicht  mehr  weiter.,tra|isportiert :werden  konnten,da  die  Geallieerten 
samtl .  '^uge  u .  Bahnhofe  geboÄidiert  hatten  und  konnten  die  armen  Menschen  bis 
zur  Ihre  Befreiung  dort  bleiben.  ,       tt   i,>.  T^««^ 

Am  22.  Febr.  bekamen  wir  noch  4 .  Menschen  aus  einem  Ifechbar  Dor^ 
die  vor  den  Deutschen* flucht aa  mussten  ,  , 


8.  fluchten  mussten.  •  ,^  ,  '    *  ..K<=>r.  m>ht 

Diese  Menschen  hatten  sich  io  ^e  unter  der  Erde  versteckt, konnten  ^^^^^^^^^^""^ 
meiir  -ushalten  und  mussten  so  iuch  geholfen  werden.  Glucklicher-/ eise  oracnten 
sie  noch  etwas  Lebenfeinittel  mi-^  und  waren  wir  auch  wieder  geholfen.  _ 

Am  28.  Febr.  kam  denn  nach  langer  Zeit  wieder  einmal  eine  gute 
Wachricht  u,  zwar,  das  Svacuieren  fur  gut  ist  ausgestellt  und  kamen  auch  scnon 
Menschen  von  Kaldenkirchen  zunick. Am  selben  Abend  horten  wir,  > 
in  Kaldenkirchen  seien, und  auf-Vtiao  durch  stossten.  Diese  '^*chricht_^war  .ur  u..s 
Unglaublich  und  achtiikten  weit«r  keinen  Glauben  darran  Jedoch  eine  stunde  spater 
kam  ein  Freund  von  uns  und  beflfstigtedieB^s  Geruchtj   ^^^«^ 

Meine  Liaben.Was  jetzt  kommt  irTnicht  zu  8agen,wir  v/einten 
vor  Freude  und  konnten  es  noch'Tiicht  glauben, dasswir  den  l^ieg  und  so  unwe.e 
Bef  reihung  nach  all  diese  i^tarpassen  erleben  dürften  .Wir  .glaubten  es  ^^lll 
als  wir  Freitag  Morggn  2LarUutos  mit  Amerik!  Soldaten  sahen  .Das  Jorf  v.'ar  aireKX, 
in  Feststimmung, alles  war  g-ßfX$^t  und  wir  gingen  wiÄAFr  zum  ersten  :nal  als  freie 

Menschen  auf  die  Strasse.  -y  ^ 

^  Jetzt  won  tipivwir  naturlich  so  sctmell  raoglic^.^s.ch  i^us%,c^  - 

'^IWh.Ay.L^IH.^jr.  .r^ci^r^^^-  \r%i^^^>^r^U±ä'lt      ha^en  v;ar, Wollten  wir  -^^mJ^M^t, 
zu     I         liPWfWiiiiiip  I fltcbii^ittlgs       4  -.TniP.C** hellte  es  'vno  vor  :.€r.-mf  i^u^m»^ 
Fr«und,der  Juw«lier^!fii^^j6^,^'#^U,.  ein  Freund  von  ihra^er 
Auto 'Itümen  uns  ab  zu  holen\]DiTTC4öd#.Jcdiilit,'S^J«'^  .E^  vorAtiÄU»*" 
so  sc^^nell  schon' nach  Hause  ko^JS^'m-t  '       -'^''^^^J^  ^    , -,  . 

Auf  der  FfM^t^VQt^!T^'!iik^zuiß^^  ein  kleine si 

imzei'scMsBenen  :iau£er  a.  Lircnen 


Bild  vom  modemtn  Krieg .Au:fgeblasene^tw^^<^  zer6c..w«^v,..^..  i—-':  , 

au»r?.t-bki  T>>rf-tr.Xii  Gaileen  WfMP:.gl^^^^  nichts  B*fe8i£^a!^^  ^J^^yl]^J^tnf 
deri'Emofan«  bei  Pr«*i  Wölff  vo^ttllen vSle  hatte  auch  Ihr<Öi'«iUW^  ^  nicnt 

mehr  gesehen.  ,'  -  .....  ^^.-««-k«« 

\Vir  schli  efeii  nach  langer  , Zeit  wieder  ei-ßfial  m.  einem  irischen 

B  ett, bekamen  B  ohnenkaffe>e  und  richt^g^  Tee  aa^sen  wi%fir  an  emam  gedekten 
T*»ch  WA?  un?  fl",   T  -./.ia.  .eir^'  .vJwc'  ^n  v^r  Ä^.  ^    .  o^v, 

Eiif  'ilLtte  iTiaf^  a«tm  Tag«  "ler  i^*fr»iianfic  an  unserem  früheren  bcn-a- 
f*nFtiij?,ein  Plakat  fi^i^^KiRtJ^nit  '^r  AufBC^irift:  jHie^  w^rd  weer       «J^^S^^f  ^^^^^^ 
^aua»  Dieser  Bericht  'r*  In  vä^schif^anen  Zeitu«g4ßä  gekommen  und  vom  engl,  ^enaer 
'*    ausgÄssn^L  wurde  .Juli  GottachSV. üatlTe  dies  Äeho?t  u.  schrieb  an  unsere  alte 
09  Adresse  .Diesen  Brief  fanden  wir  bei  unserer  RucWcehr  aber  er  nusste  6  Mon&oe 
^  auf  uns  warten  .V/ie  Ihr  aus  unseren  Briefen  inawis^hen  gewesen  habt, haben  wir 

•'  unaer  Geschäft  noch  nicht  ereignen  können.  t 
—  Wir  hatten  wohl  das  grosse  .'<älu,Qk,daßc  wir  von  unseren  v/e^^c^^c sa- 

ften Sachen  den  gr.  T«il  dfP~4^cha  uJ.-^liilijlsach«i  zuiuck  #riiieiteu  üie  untrere 

Freunuci  fur  uns  bewahrt  hatte^^.  .  ,    ^    +  .  .^^^^i^ 

All«  jud.  Misuser  sind  ><3n  4«i  D4ut«ch«n::.au«g «plündert  A'orödn 

und  nach  Deutschi,  verschic kt>Wir  faJÄ^ji  f^#o  nichts  mehr  vor.  «v^^^wt, 

ETacMem  die  &»fctz)i^l'fcinii>pen,die  in  unser  Haus  waren  abruckten 
'^  konnten  wir  am  15 .  -^reinziaenl^^&^^^  ^uß;,unsere  Kosten  vom  Sj^eici 

Wir  Ui«w«<^s^n  dar  J!iif  Stegen  Organisation 
und  #1«  BetiMtmmmmKm  1ij!iitf  iilit"^i*laui4g  .leihweise  Wnd  müssen  «gelben  ^ 
in  einie;en  "Jochen  bez. «uckl ich  sillö 'f iCj^fegs  '^^^nn  unsere  Lieben  aus  Polen  zuracx: 
toMWÄ*mwl*der  ein  eignes  H^xttmn^^mmh^     «v  /iRfiiMWNj^ 

'^dabei  f  inaz  .  ^^elf  en  wöllt^t»n;Ä»re  mtm  siji^.  f,5|^chopf  t  wie  v/ir  ICacTT 

sehen  sehrieben.  '  '  " 

In  der  Hoffnung  bald  P'arsonl ich  Post  von  Uac.i  zu  .  e.o-nraön 

verbleibe  ich  fur  heute  mit  den  bei  tan 'brassen  u.  Küssen,  fur  Euch  Allen 

•  ■  "  Euer 


I 


Schikt  den  Brief  auch'an  den  ,1b  Albert, da  wir  Ihn  ja  nicht  erreicher 


Können . 


1 


P.^.  Beinahe  hatte  ich  wis  sehr  wichtiges  vergessen, kannst  Du  Ib.. Benno 
mir  nitht  was  Zigaretten  schicken?  Im  vorraus  schon  »einen  besten  Dank. 


da  aaaai^ . 


End  of  Karl  Baum  Collection 


